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The Psalm of Psalms 


By Mary A. Maitland 


E KNEW his hour had come, yet he was calm; 
The vanquished sea-lord did not fear to die. 
“ Draw near, shipmates,”’ he said, ‘‘ and sing the psalm 
* He leadeth me the quiet waters by.’ ” 


Then from the lips of bronzed and bearded tars, 
Rough and tempestuous as the seas they rode, 

The trustful words rose by the shrouds and spars 
Up to the ever-listening ear of God: 


And, while they sang, the old commander smiled 
As at some presence, though his eyes were dim; 

Perchance he dropped to slumber like a child, ° 
And dreamed his Highland mother sang to him. 


And past the summits of the purple hills 
Where he was cradled, with a new-born sight 
He caught the glory that God’s paiace fills, 
And looked upon His face who is the Light. 


For when the psalm was sung, and nearer drew 
The men to gaze upon their leader’s face, 

And saw the rapture sealed thereon, they knew 
The proudest of the fleet was masterless. 


O blessed psalm, beloved of old and young, 

What mighty stays thy “rod and staff’ have been 
To hoary saints! how childhood’s lisping tongue 

Has sweetly babbled of thy “‘ pastures green ’’! 


The Lord’s my Shepheid. He, with gracious hand, 
Though tossed my bark upon the billows. hizh, 

Though tempests smite my tent upon the land, 
Doth lead my soul the quiet waters by. 








Is There a Screw Loose? 


A very small “fault” may make us absolutely 
useless to God. At the recent Old Orchard Conven- 
tion of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, the 
Rev. Joseph .W. Kemp described vividly how he 
tinkered for hours with his dictating machine which 
refused to run. Finally he requisitioned the aid of 
a mechanic who turned a little screw only the six- 
teenth part of an inch and then the delicate machine 
responded immediately to his bidding. “The incident 


_ 


ing our lives in complete. harmony with God’s 

and he translated Hebrews 13:20, 21 as fol- 
lows, the Greek bearing out his interpretation: 
“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, adjust you in every good work to do his will.” 
Is there a screw loose anywhere? A grudge, a habit, 
something neglected, a Spirit-given impression to 
send a tract that has not been obeyed, a covenant 
with the eyes that is not being kept? Thank God it 
does not take long for One to come who knows how 
to mend, when we summon him. 


-_<— 
The ‘‘God Like That” 


Heathenism provides only a god of. fear. Occa- 
sionally some soul catches a hazy idea of the God of 
love. Dr. Mabie tells of one such. In India he was 
speaking of the God who “so loved the world that 
he gave his Son.” A native Indian woman was lis- 
tening with breathless attention, and turning sud- 
denly to the woman next to her she said: “Did I not 
tell you there ought to be a God like that?” Nature 
is able to give- such seekers after truth a knowledge 
of “the eternal power and Deity” of God, but it re- 
quires the revelation of God in his Word to reveal 
him in his beauty as the God of love. Therefore we 
are debtors “both to the Greeks, and to the Bar- 
barians.” Are we paying that debt? If not do we 
really know “a God like that” ourselves? 


yd 


ave the speaker a good illustration of the need of 
will 


A Godless Name 


Are we worthy of the name we bear? It may be 
the name of some worthy ancestor, or some noble 
statesman, philanthropist or missionary. And more 
than that, are we worthy of the name we bear as 
Christians? Ahaz, the .eleventh king of Judah, 
limped through life with only half a name. The part 
of his name which he lost was the best part. An 
Assyrian inscription gives his name as Iauhazi. The 
Hebrew of this name would be Jehoahaz, meaning 
“Jehovah has grasped.” He seems to have been 
known by that name not only by his own countrymen 
but also by Tiglath-Pileser, the great Assyrian king, 


and his historians. But when the writer of sacred 
history came to record his worthless career he 
dropped Jehovah out of his name, doubtless because 
of his absolute unlikeness to the Lord. Only “Ahaz” 
has his name come down through the ages. Are 
we worthy of that wonderful name of God which 
we bear, first given to the Lord’s followers at Anti- 
och—Christians? The Rev. Charles Hillman, editor 
of the Precious Truth Sénior Sunday-school Lesson 
Quarterly, in drawing this lesson from the name 
of Ahaz, says: “What a terrible thing it is for the 
divine scribe to strike out the name of God, or the 
name of Christ, from our names because we have 
nothing in common with him! When a _ church- 
member is buried in money-getting, or lost in pleas- 
ure, or filled with faultfinding and complaining, is it 
any wonder that it is hard to see Christ or God in his 
name and in his life?” The wild Indian tribes off 
South America call John Hay and his co-workers 
“Men-who-go-by-the-measure-of-the-Book.” They 
gloried in the fact that these missionaries were not 
Christians, although they went to South America 
above all things to be Christians. But the Christians 
the Indians had seen were not worthy of the name. 
They were Jehoahazes with the Jehovah part left out. 
Are we Jehoahazes, or just plain Ahazes? 
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Do We Know our A B C’s? 


The Lord Jesus Christ is the divine Alphabet. 
In the first chapter of the Revelation he says of him- 
self, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” These are 
the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
Mark Lev in his Lectures on Messianic Prophecy 
suggests that in between “he is every one of the rest 
of the letters in the alphabet.” In the first chapter 
of John Jesus is said to be the Logos, the Word. 
Commenting on this statement the Scofield Bible 
says that the Greek term means both a thought and 
the expression or utterance of the thought. It is 
peculiarly a happy designation of the Christ “be- 
cause in him are embodied all the treasures of the 
divine wisdom, the collective ‘thought’ of God, and 
he is, .. . especially in his incarnation, the utterance 
or expression of the .. . ‘thought’ of Deity.” This 
divine, incarnate Alphabet supplies the vocabulary 
of grace that spells to man God’s love, and. life, and 
salvation, and joy, and peace, and power! O God, 
help us as Christians really to learn our A B C’c. 


A Great Fall Sometimes a Great Revealer 


HEN we speak of formalism in religion we 
Wit at once of its most obvious manifesta- 
tion—excessive rites and ceremonies, But 

there is almost as much danger of it among people 
who have few rites and ceremonies. And one of the 
most deadening ways in which formalism gets hold 
of us is to keep in our religious speech a lot of words 
which no longer mean anything definite to us. Reve- 
lation may have become such a word. Once it meant 
surprise, wonder, and delight. Now it may mean 
something done once for all which no longer stirs us. 
So it is good for us to know afresh what a stir- 
ring and surprising experience revelation is, and ‘in 
what strange ways it still comes. It does not always 
come like a steadily advancing dawn, nor does it fol- 
low the orderly and graded steps which the educated 
mind always likes to prescribe as the ideal course of 
education. Sometimes it comes by tempest and 
storm, by breaks and jolts and dislocations. The 
knowledge of God we fancied we should acquire by 
stepping heavenward from one .bright peak of ex- 
perience to another; but the truth is that there are 
agonies and monotonies as well as ecstacies. In 
some hour of deep failure and need there has been 
: revelation to the soul which waited for such an 

our. 

This is a truth easily perverted. To-day there is 
much jaunty talk about our “falling upward,” and 
that sort of thing, and nothing is easier than to be 
smart about sin. Men do not-fall upward. And 
though the grace of God deals with the fallen, we 
can never say that an obedience would not have 


taught us more and better than the fall. When we 
would not be taught by obedience it is part of God’s 
grace to teach us some other way, and when we would 
not look at the truth which was trying to come to us 
by ordered living, God still chose to reveal himself 
to us. 

The disciples learned much through their falls, 
but they never learned anything which would not 
have been better learned through their faith. It is 
enough to say that God will teach us through our 
stumblings when that is the only text-book left to 
teach us out of. We need not go into any raptures 
about failure. When he had denied his Lord and 
then suddenly saw him in all his truth and beauty, 
Peter knew well enough that he might have seen his 
Lord more clearly without a fall. But be that as it 
may, the fall was there, and the wonder of it was 
that his Master was still willing to reveal himself 
through what was left. Almost any master could 
take the defects and mistakes of his disciples and 
point out what they had lost, but who else would 
take the meanest and most contemptible passages in 
one’s existence and make even them a lens through 
which they could see the divine if they would? 

There are more normal ways of revelation; but 
when this is the only way we have left to God, 
then he takes our falls and reveals himself through 
them. Without ever once saying that the fall was 
upward, or that the sin was goodness in the making, 
the Bible takes what men give and shows how won- 
derfully God will commence the miracle of repair. 

It may be that we do not learn as we might because 
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we are too proud to learn through the only means 
we have left for God to employ in teaching us. 
great fall may still be a great revealer. When we 
have had one we may look upward because there is 
nowhere else to look. At last we look unto the hills 
whence cometh our help. One of the marks of a 
Christian believer is that to him a fall is something 
different from what .it is to another man. To the 
non-Christian a fall may seem nothing but a finish. 
To the Christian it must in some ways seem more 
terrible than to anybody else. But though he is cast 
down, he is not destroyed. 

Every Christian is brought very low at times. To 
any one else it would be the end; but he is taught 
to expect something more. Joseph Parker, who so 
constantly exhibited the exuberance of the Gospel, 
said: “I have known as nearly as any man what it 
was to be forsaken, I have reached out and found 
no help,—that is, no lateral help. The only direc- 
tion from which help could come to me was vertical.” 

These exhaustions ought never to have been, but 
they are here, and they may be made the ground of 
revelations. When we cannot pray to God out of 
our nearness to him, then we can pray out of our 
distance. George MacDonald said that sométimes 
he felt he had no other claim upon God except that 
he was so miserable; and he made that claim. One 
man lets his weakness overwhelm him. His religion 
ends there. But another takes his stand upon his 
weakness, it is all he has, and he uses that as an 
approach to God; and the willingness to do that has 
been a great revealer to men. Pride may ruin us, it 
may keep us waiting until we have some better basis 
on which to speak to God—and we never find that 
basis. Who would not wish that he might look into 
God’s face from a life that was all clear? But we 
cannot. The Pharisee tried it in the temple and 
failed. The publican knew that if he was to see 
God at all he must see him from the standpoint of 
sin and shame; throwing away his pride, waiting 
for nothing, saying “God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner,” he saw God. There is not a sinner in the 
world who may not add to the glories of revelation. 

“God fulfils himself in many ways.” 






We could 
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wish that the truth might come to us steadily, through 
eyes that are always bright and glad. But the truth 
comes to many of us*through tears. It may come 
that way. Let us not despise our disappointments. 
At least once in every life, often more than once, 
a man has to be brought very low, And then he sees 
and feels truth which till then he never grasped. 
The Christian lets nothing remain meaningless to him. 
He questions his falls and does not allow them to be 
final. In the world’s eyes his failures may be simply 
his finish: there is nothing more. But there is the 
very essence of filialness in a soul that can take all 
the sorest passages of his experience and the meanest 
episodes in his life and do with them just what Christ 
has told men to do with them. 

So far our sins and falls may have only revealed 
to us ourselves. They may have only intensified our 
self-knowledge. This is something; but if it is all, 
it may end in death. But when one realizes that just 
this experience is what Christ has been looking for, 
and that, made over to him, he may make it a means 
of revelation, then our greatest days may be draw- 
ing nigh. 

You are having some terrible disappointment or 
sorrow or failure. Do not let it be that and nothing 
more. Do not be proud about it. Do not say you 
will not see God unless he comes in the grand way. 
If this is all you have by way of present experience, 
then it will suit God better than anything else you 
can offer. Christ always took men just where they 
were. He never asked that the situation should be 
altered, He said nothing about “hard cases.” There 
was no depth to which one had fallen which might 
not become a ground from which to rise again. Just 
there the soul may find, if it is humble enough, the 
help which just matches his need. When Thoreau 
fell and sprained his ankle in the woods, as he lay on 
the ground looking about he saw for the first time in 
many months the herb arnica mollis, good for 
sprains, and felt it was a parable of much else in the 
spiritual world. So when our first shame and dis- 
couragements are over, we are to ask, “What may this 
yet mean to me?” It may be the beginning of 
greater revelation than we have yet received. 








Do Scientists who are Real 
Christians Believe Evolution ? 


Will you kindly help me to answer the following 
questions? 

Can a consecrated Christian believe in the theory of 
evolutionary development of the human race from in- 
ferior animals? 

Do men of science who are (real) Christians believe 
the theory to be false, or can it be made to accord with 
the Bible account of creation? 

Who are the most noted scientists who believe the 
Bible account and hold Darwin’s theory to be false? 

I, myself, believe in the supreme authority of the 
Bible because the Holy Spirit gave His divine inspira- 
tion to all parts of it, but would like to be able intelli- 
gently to help others who hear this question discussed 
and who need stronger convictions in regard to the 
truth of God’s Word.—A New York Reader. 


There are few subjects about which so much has 
been said and so little is understood as the subject of 
“Evolution.” In the name of Evolution thousands of 
young men and women are rejecting the Bible as the 
Word of God. Many young ministers, and others 
preparing for the ministry, believe it necessary to 
revise their view of the Bible under the compelling 
power of the new ideas that Evolution has brought 
to men. 

An earnest young theological student,—typical, 
doubtless, of hundreds more,—recently said to a 
friend that the facts of Evolution were as assured 
as the law of gravitation, and he must adjust his 
ideas of the Bible to fit in with these facts. This 
adjustment usually means the rejection of the Bible 
as in any unfque sense the Word of God, and the 
denial of the substitutionary atonement, the Virgin 
Birth, the resurrection of the body, and other funda- 
mental truths. Most of those who take this modern 
view count Evolution one of the important factors in 
their “advanced” view of the Book. Yet, as against 
this feeling of certainty regarding the findings of 
Evolution, some of the greatest exponents of the 
theory have urgently protested that Evolution should 
not be confused with scientific facts. One of the 
most renowned of these scientists wrote that Evo- 
lution is still in its hypothetical stage, as proofs of 
it are still wanting, that the failures have been 
lamentable, and that as an exact science the doctrine 
is utterly discredited. 

Relying on many 


such statements by scientific 


leaders, some Christians are rejoicing in the belief 
that the evolutionary theory has collapsed, that real 
scientists no longer hold to teachings that threatened 


the integrity of the Word of God, A well known 
religious journal a few years ago wrote to a number 
of representative scientific leaders to ask their views 
as to whether Evolution was a cast-off theory. Their 
replies show that the fundamental teachings of Evo- 
lution are made the basis of practically every text- 
book of science that is affected by the question. 

These apparently contradictory opinions show the 
need of clear answers to such important inquiries as 
those of the New York reader, and it has been 
planned to have the leading editorials in the next two 
issues of The Sunday School Times devoted to a dis- 
cussion of Evolution, particularly in its bearing on 
the teachings of Scripture. The subject can be 
little more than touched upon in these brief articles, 
but in order that clear thinking may be encouraged, 
answers to such questions as the following will be 
suggested : 


What is the meaning of “Evolution,” and how 
much does the word cover? , 

aa the Bible teaching and Evolution be recon- 
ciled? 

What does “transmutation of species” mean, 
and how much proof is there that such a thing 
has ever occurred? 

Has Darwinianism been rejected? 

Does “Darwinianism” mean something quite dif- 
ferent from “Evolution”? 

What are the strongest reasons that can be urged 
against Evolution? 

What is the attitude of leading scientists and 
Bible scholars? 

Why can we say that no scientific error has been 
proved in the Genesis account of creation? 

What are the best books on Evolution written by 
men who believe the Bible to be the Word of God? 


In helping friends who are led astray by the sup- 
posed conflict between science and the Bible, it is of 
great value to have clear conceptions on these sub- 
jects. Yet it is to be remembered that such difficul- 
ties are never settled by way of the intellect. Often 








For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come out of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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it is best to put them aside entirely until the question 
of complete surrender to Christ has been led an 
a spiritual experience of the truth of his Word has 
been imparted by the Holy Spirit. For it is only the 
intellect that has been surrendered to God that can 
a eee on any question that affects the Word 
o ; 


Xx 
Does Hell Defeat Christ? © 


In “The Lesson Pilot” for June 17 (issue of June 2), 
Mr. Trumbull says: “For Jesus to have died for the 
sins of men, and to have redeemed simply their spirits 
from eternal death, while their bodies were held through 
all eternity by the power of death, would have left 
sin and Satan triumphant over Christ at one point; and 
Christ would have been an incomplete, imperfect, not 
an omnipotent Saviour.” 

Inasmuch as the bodies of all men are redeemed from 
the power of death, would not sin and Satan triumph 
over Christ at the most essential point should the 
blessed Christ fail to redeem the spirits of all men from 
eternal death?—A Michigan Layman. 


If Christ failed to do what men trust him to do, 
then he would be defeated. God says that Christ “is 
able to save to the uttermost them that draw near 
unto God through him” (Heb. 7:25). He says that 
in his resurrection from the dead Christ is “the first- 
fruits of them that are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
Christ himself says: “I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall 
he live” (John 11:25). God says: “The sting of 
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor, 15:56, 57). In 
other words, Jesus Christ pledges himself to save 
from death both the bodies and the spirits of those 
who believe in him, those who have come unto him 
and committed themselves into his keeping. Now if 
only the spirits of those who thus trust Christ wholly 
were saved from the eternal death penalty of sin, 
while their bodies forever remained in the power of 
death, God’s Word would not be true, Christ would 
have failed to do that which he undertook and 
pledged himself to do, and we should have an in- 
complete, an imperfect, an untrustworthy and not 
omnipotent Saviour. 

But Christ is not defeated by sin and Satan if he 
does all that he offered to do and pledged himself to 
d He has never offered to save those who will not 
accept his offer. He has never offered to save from 
the penalty of sin those who refuse to trust him and 
commit themselves into his«keeping. He forces his 
salvation upon no one. On the contrary, he has 
w -ned men over and over again that they will be 
eternally lost if they do not trust themselves to him, 
—not because he is a failure, but because they reject 
his successful work. ; 
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Did Things Happen Because They 
Were Prophesied ? 


Will you kindly give me your views on the oft- 
recurring statement in the Bible, “that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled”? It seems to some to indicate that 
certain events had to occur simply because it was so 
written, as for example the betrayal of Judas: “I kept 
them in thy name which thou hast given me: .. . and 
none of them perished, but the son of perdition; that 
the scripture might be fulfilled” (John 17: 12).—An 
Ohio Pastor. 


We cannot understand the mystery of God’s fore- 
knowledge. We know that “known unto God are all 
his _ from the beginning of. the world” (Acts 
15:18). 
hath done from the beginning even to the end” 
(Eccles, 3:11). “I am God, and there is none like 
me; declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times things that are not yet done; saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleas- 
ure ... yea, I have spoken, I will also bring it to 
pass; I have purposed, I will also do it” (Isa. 46: 
8-11). “But there are some of you that believe not. 
For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
that believed not, and who it was that should betray 
him” (John 6: 64). “ 

It may help us to state the matter in this way: 
Things did not occur merely because they were 
prophesied, but they were prophesied because God 
knew they were going to occur. The prophecy was 
based on the coming event, rather than the coming 
event being based on the prophecy: 

On the other hand, things do come to pass because 
God has from the beginning purposed that they 
should. His spoken prophecies, when given through 
inspired men or from the lips of Jesus, who is God, 
are simply an expression to us of what he knows to 
be facts, An everit that is going to take place a 
thousand years from now is just as simple and firmly 
established a fact, to God, as an event that we all 
know took place a thousand years ago; for to God, 
in his timeless eternity, there is no future and there 
is no past. He is the great, eternal “I am.” So his 
prophecies, or predictions, as we call them, are sim- 
ply statements of (to him) present facts, and are 
as inviolable and unchangeable as is any fact. 
















“Man cannot find out the work that God. 
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How to get rid of second-hand things and 
lay up treasure in heaven besides 





S 


* 483 


A Clearing House for Your Old Junk 


By the Rev. Samuel D. Price 


Superintendent of the Department for Utilizing Surplus 
Material, of the World’s Sunday School Association 





a recent convert—begged for a picture of 
Mary and Jesus.’ Our Market Chapel has a 
roll of pictures that must be five years old. I have 
pasted the pictures upon cloth to reinforce them, and 
made them a continuous roll that is turned by a 
crank. Crowds gather around to listen to the stories 
of these pictures. The walls are covered with pic- 
tures, and they are so well liked that the temples are 
begging for pictures to make their buildings more 
attractive for the people. Two priests in their yel- 
low robes have just left with some secular pictures, 
but they would gladly have taken the story of Jesus 
told in pictures, if I could have supplied it.’ : 
This is an extract from a letter written by a mis- 
sionary in Siam. .Surely it is good work to take that 
large picture roll, or the many out-of-date picture 
rolls, and send them out for such effective work,on 


66 (): OUR last tour in the country, a mother— 








You can make more little mothers like these by sending 
; dollies with go-to-sleep eyes 


some foreign mission field. The cost to mail one roll 
is about eighteen cents and becomes a wonderful in- 
vestment. 

As .the medium through which unused material at 
home may get to the mission fields where it can ren- 
der its service all over again, the Department for 
Utilizing Surplus Material of the World’s Sunday 
School Association has been a wonderful success. 
The flow of blessings to and fro from interested 
Christians at home ‘and missionaries abroad can 
never be told. 

The small as well as the large Bible lesson pictures 
are valuable abroad. China voices the desire of 
every foreign mission field when a missionary writes: 


I have also a class for feather sorters once a 
week, where I give the women and the boys a 
tract at the close of the meeting and the small 
boys and girls each a little lesson card, and they 
are so happy to get them, They look forward a 
whole week to these Thursdays, and many of them 
just to get the little cards. 


Then there are the multitudes of beautiful and in- 
structive picture post-cards. A missionary in Korea 
recently wrote that he could use a half- ton of them. 
A worker in Portuguese East Africa said, early in 
January, referring to the Christmas festivities: 


I have pleasure in also stating that at Christmas 
time, as a result of pictures of various kinds that 
have come to me through the valuable and practi- 
cal Department for Utilizing Surplus Material, I 
gave out over 5,000 picture cards. Another such 
number could have been used. We had five large 
Christmas gatherings in various centers of our 
mission and a thousand cards were used at each 
place, and since then the report has come that the 
supply did not meet the demand by about one half. 
You will thus see that picture cards are in great 
demand here. They teach a lesson in many cases 
and open the door for a Gospel talk, even though 
the picture may not be a direct Gospel picture. 

have already begun to save pictures for next 
Christmas. It requires all the year to gather the 
5,000 together. I have used the pictures of the 
large cluster rolls for gifts to the successful schol- 
ars in our schools and find that the supply is soon 
exhausted. 


Here in America we have these pictures in extrava- 
gant numbers. It is surely a pity that this mission- 


This is the day of warning against waste. Are 
you throwing out into the junk heap any of the 
things -mentioned in this article? Does not this 
article show how God can add his blessing to 
common, old, plebeian “trash” lying around the 
house, and make it useful beyond belief, so that it 
has to have an order of nobility conferred upon it 
—the Hon. Surplus Material? Haven’t you some 
to be elevated to the peerage? 











ary cannot have many pictures for helpful use during 
ali, the year, and then many more for distribution 
at the Christmas season. “Pictures,” as used in con- 
nection with surplus material activity, is a broad 
word indeed. Any good picture is meant. Scrap 
books are included, too. 

There is almost no limit in the list of useful things 
to send to the missionaries. A friend of a missionary 
in Africa found a lot of small, round pocket mirrors, 
with an advertisement on the back. These were sent 
out to do a holy mission. The reply from the mis- 
sionary was, “Bor every mirror I have obtained a 
convert.” This does not mean that a mirror bought 
a convert, but that the gift of such a reflecting arti- 
cle so gained the interest of the native that in each 
case he gave attention to the Word of Life as it was 
presented, and saw himself as a sinner, mirrored by 
the Written Word. In some cases these natives walked 
a distance of twenty miles to obtain the gift. 

The Sunday School Times readers have been inter- 
ested in the request for money with which to pur- 
chase a mule to be used by a faithful missionary in 
Peru. The appeal was made in one of these “surplus” 
articles in the Times. Behold the picture of the mule 
“Surplus.” That is her name. Every reference to 
this surplus material activity can be supported by a 
proof text from a missionary’s letter. A part of the 
letter of thanks from Huanuco, Peru, reads thus: 


But believe me, my mule “Surplus,” for that is 
her name, is not a bit stiff but as easy as a rocking- 
chair. I tried her before buying, up and down 
some hills, a matter of eighteen miles in all. You'll 
remember that we have some hills here called the 
“Andes.” She did real well. I wondered twice how 
she was going to get down, and thought she was 
wondering too, but on looking over to “port” found 
she was just nibbling something resembling a 
thistle. The next time she got down rather sud- 
den, and the shock broke my “starboard” stirrup— 
a borrowed one, not the one I bought with your 
extra money. But her real beauty shows along a 
level track—such a lovely smooth place that lands 
a man fit and: fresh to preach our glorious Gospel. 
When I have had. to walk I have landed more or 
less fit for a week in bed. 

Now the business side. I was asked £30 for her 
and friends tell me she is worth it, but I got her 
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An article in The Sunday School Times was the rope that 
1 d this issi y mule for the Lord 








for £22, without being too hard on the dealer. 
“Mebbe” you could put this letter of thanks in The 
Sunday School Times with just one more request: 
Will the kind friend who since then sent me a. few 
odd numbers of The Sunday School Times not get 
tired in well doing? I have Indian-inked a good 
many illustrations from these old copies into my 
spare-leafed Spanish Bible. 


In this annual article, which is depended upon to 
produce hundreds of replies from the readers, par- 
ticular reference is always made to the boxes which 
should be prepared right now and forwarded for 
Christmas distribution abroad. Look at the picture 
of those fascinating Chinese girls, as they hold their 
gift of dolls, received the twenty-fifth of last De- 
cember. None of them had ever seen a doll before. 
Their joy was beyond description. These dolls 
should have go-ta-sleep eyes. About ten inches is 
a convenient sized doll. Do not dress in white, but 
in any other colors, White is usually the sign of 
mourning in the Oriental lands. These dolls can be 
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There are more carts like these in the Philippines to haul 
sacks of Surplus Material 


sent wherever parcel post rates prevail, and it is a 
regret that there is no parcel post to India and Siam. 
Many other gifts can be included in this Christmas 
box. The list is as long as your sensible thinking, 
and ranges from a pocket handkerchief to a pocket 
knife, from a ribbon to a short piece of a lead pencil. 
The rate is only twelve cents a pound for mailing 
and up to eleven pounds can usually go in one pack- 
age. When it is possible, and that is usually always, 
put in something especially for the missionary. 
What would you enjoy getting as a surprise from 
the homeland if you were an ocean and a continent 
away? . 

At the end of this year there are two things which 
can be sent. A missionary in India expressed a uni- 
versal need when he asked for copies of Peloubet’s 
Notes and Tarbell’s Guide: “They are of great 
value when a person’s exigetical and homiletical 
library is limited.” Our uniform lessons will be used 
in the Philippines a year later than here, and these 
splendid books are even more useful abroad than at 
home. Dr. Tarbell has a reference about this mat- 
ter on page 457 of her 1917 Guide. Other items on 
Surplus Material will be found by turning to her in- 
dex. Lesson writers in general are invited to men- 
tion this work of co-operation with the missionaries. 
In the new cycle of uniform lessons there are special 
opportunities to do this in connection with lessons 
02 missions and service. The other item is calen- 
dars for 1918. Send some of the many you will have. 

Many missionaries ask for small sums of money to 
be used in giving Christmas “treats” of sweets to their 
scholars. Considerable money has been sent to. the 
superintendent of this Department to be used in mak- 
ing special purchases, which have been requested by 
the missionaries. Many baby organs have been sent 
out in this way. Typewriters, stereopticons, lantern 
slides, bicycles, and even a manikin have been called 
for. Recently a number have asked for farm bells, to 
be used in calling the people to church, for in China, 
at least, the people actually desire to come on time. 
Here is the way one missionary puts the matter, and 
his bells have not been bought: 


I hope you will be able to do something about 
the farm bells, to which I referred in a former 
letter. Almost every one of our country churches 
is eager for such a bell, and it would be a great 
boon to them to have such an aid in calling the 
people to worship. Their idea of the hours is 


very vague, and one can lose a good deal of time 
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waiting around to no advantage. I seldom lose 
time because I am busy with somebody in connec- 
tion with the congregation, but the Christians 
themselves waste a good deal. 


Three farm bells and a baby organ, and also two 
small dinner bells are now on their way to a Pres- 
byterian station in China. ; 

For a number of years it has been possible for this 
Surplus Material Department to have a gift of pic- 
tures sent to every leper home. Many take particular 
pleasure in this special form of co-operation. As 
word just came from a leper home in India, the con- 
dition of the leper is the most pathetic of any in all 
the world. If the blind man makes an article many 
are ready to buy, but who wants to buy anything 
that the leper has fashioned? There are many un- 
tainted children of leper parents at Culion in the 
Philippines. Last Christmas each one of these re- 
ceived the gift of a small doll. It was a joy to see 
the photograph which was taken at that time, but 
it was a far greater joy to have had any part in mak- 
ing such gifts oonitie. There are more of these 
children at Culion this year and each must have a 
doll. There are about ninety of the leper homes and 
all of them are looking this way now with anticipa- 
tion. During the year a cabinet organ was sent to 
the leper home in Louisiana. 

In brief these are some of the helpful things which 
you can do. The plan is explained in detail in a 
pamphlet which can be had for the asking. Address 
the Superintendent of this Department at the office 
of the World’s Sunday-School Association, Samuel 
D, Price, D.D., 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York 
City. Indicate your denomination in full, distinguish- 
ing between “North” and “South” if that is necessary 
with reference to your own denomination. Enclose 
a stamp fof the reply. You will receive the descrip- 
tive leaflet and an introduction to a missionary. 
Send your gifts to the missionary and not to the 
office of the World’s Association. 

Write to the missionary when you forward your 
packages, and in about three months you should have 
a reply from the field. Thus you will have estab- 
lished a vital and helpful point of contact with your 
representative abroad. Even if you do not hear from 
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the missionary send more packages. They will be 
received at the station and put to a good use. Let- 
ters will come in time, but if not you have sent val- 
uable seed abroad which will help to produce harvests 
for the King in heaven. 

That this work is helpful denominationally is 
shown by a communication from Burma: “Permit 
me to extend to you a word of thanks for my Sunday- 
schools. One of the ladies that you put us into 
touch with has gotten interested enough to give a 
Burma program in her Sunday-school, and then sent 
me the proceeds (thirty dollars) as a special gift.” 
This is one of the reasons why the denominations 
and lesson writers co-operate so readily. Intensive 
results are produced locally, both at the mission 
station and the home base. 

We have just had an urgent request for many books 
from a Presbyterian missionary in the Philippines. 
He says: 


I have, at the request of the townspeople, 
started a private school in the intermediate grades 
in the town of Leon, eighteen miles from this 
place (Iloilo). It is a great opportunity to spread 
the Gospel among one hundred students, and they 
are eager to study the Bible, of which they know 
nothing. 

I should like to put in a library of good books 
such as-are found in our Sunday-schools in 
America, and as they all read English very well, 
they could use such books to their profit. 

It occurs to me that you might be able to get 
some discarded books in good shape from some 
schools without cost except postage, which is 
twelve cents per pound by Parcel Post. Will you 
please help me get a library for these young 
me between thirteen and gow | years of age. 

specially would I like to get books dealing with 
mission lands, travel, character building, and whole- 


some stories. , 


The Western world is full of such books as these 
asked for that are ending their days unused on 
library shelves, Give these books a trip abroad. You 
did not realize that they were missionary volunteers 
in cloth binding, did you? 
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A Captur 


How little Miss Skiff fell for the Youngest 
Reporter’s scheme 
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(Concluded feom last week’s issue.) 


HAT a morning that was! The four young 
Wie: took Miss Skiff from the picture galleries 

to the park “Zoo,” from the slums of the for- 
¢ign quarter to the stately residences of the uptown dis- 
trict. They even witnessed a big factory fire,—fire 
happily free from loss of life, but a spectacular fire 
nevertheless, which called forth many evidences of 
the fire department’s efficiency and bravery. But most 
of all Miss Skiff enjoyed “the boys’” breezy talk, 
their stories of “beats” and “scoops,” and their good- 
natured chafing of the Youngest Reporter. The 
noon hour found the little spinster flushed, dishev- 
elled, a trifle breathless, but still “Johnny-on-the- 
Spot,” as the Youngest Reporter said admiringly. 

“We were going to take you to a luncheon at the 
Lamartine, Miss Skiff,” he went on, “but if you’d like 
to get an idea of how we live, we'll take you to our 
boarding-house. This bunch all board in the same 
place, and you could see our rooms, and—” 

“You'll have a bum luncheon, Miss Skiff,” warned 
saat Martin, the oldest of the four. “The table is the 
imit—its only merit is, it’s cheap.” 

“Oh, I won’t mind,” she hastened to assure him. 
“I'd love to see how you live—what good times you 
must have together.” 

But her face sobered when she saw the dreary 
“third-floor back,” which was shared by two of them 
and the still drearier hall-bedrooms occupied by Jim 
Martin and the “cub.” The atmosphere of the base- 
ment dining-room to which they presently descended 
was reeking with the fumes of burnt grease and 
stale food. Miss Skiff made a valiant effort to con- 
ceal her disgust at the soiled table-linen, cloudy 
glasses, sticky china, and to choke down the uninvit- 
ing food. But on leaving the house Tom Mabie 
turned upon the Youngest Reporter. 

“Now see what you’ve done, kid,” he reproached 
him. “Miss Skiff wasn’t able to eat a thing in that 
beanery of ours.” 

For an instant Miss Skiff wavered between frank- 
ness and a polite evasion of the truth, Then her 
transparent honesty won the day. 


“You poor boys!” she exploded. “It just drives 


me wild to see good food spoiled by careless cook- 
ing. And the idea—the very idea of any one having 
so little knowledge of food values as to serve roast 
pork, boiled cabbage, and suet pudding at one and 
the same meal!” 





“I Let you can cook, Miss Skiff, to beat the band— 
what?” the Youngest Reporter remarked. 

“I am deemed a good cook,” the little spinister ad- 
mitted. “But I haven’t had much chance to prove it 
of late years, except at church suppers,” she added 
with a sigh. “Pa couldn’t eat much except gruels 
and toast, and it has never seemed worth while to 
cook just for myself alone.” 

Tom Mabie had firmly resisted all efforts to dis- 
lodge him from his position as escort-in-chief, but 
now he felt himself dragged from Miss Skiff’s side 
by main force, and the Cub, with the light of a great 
inspiration illuminating his youthful countenance en- 
gaged him in earnest conversation. If Miss Skiff had 
been afflicted with what is known as a “touchy” dis- 
position, she would have been hurt by the way in 
which, during the remainder of the walk, her hitherto 
devoted young cavaliers kept falling back to take 
part in the discussion of some topic of evidently ab- 
sorbing interest. They actually seemed relieved when, 
on arriving at the Bugle office two young women fell 
upon them with reproaches, and swept Miss Skiff 
away to rest and repair her dishevelled toilette be- 
fore the hour for the piano recital. 

All through the wonderful afternoon and evening 
that followed, Miss Skiff’s thoughts continually wan- 
dered to the four young reporters whose only home 
was that dreary boarding-house, who were all so poor 
and yet so plucky in their. struggle to attain a foot- 
ing in the profession which had been the goal of her 
own early hopes and dreams. And when, after the 
dinner at the Huron was over and the Olympians had 
again confided her to the care of Tom Mabie and 
had gone their way as Olympians do, the discovery 
that the other three young chaps were waiting at the 
station to say “good-bye,” and to present her with 
an immense box of chocolates, was the last drop in 
a cup of joy and gratitude already full to over- 
flowing. 

“Oh, it’s all been too lovely—too wonderful!” she 
sobbed. “That marvelous pianist—Miss Foster and 
Miss Lee, both so pleasant, so considerate. And such 
a dinner in honor of me! I never imagined anything 
so grand! The lights, the silver, the linen, the 
food, are beyond my power to describe. Look, this 
great bunch of violets was at my plate. No wonder 
I feel like a girl of sixteen to-night—though I don’t 
recollect,” she confessed simply, “that even at that 
age i ever had flowers or candy like this given me. 
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And it was so wonderful to meet the owner of a 

eat newspaper and a real editor face to face. But 
T felt as much at home with them as if I’d known 
them always—they were so kind and unassuming. 
But you boys ~have been kindest of all,” she ended, 
breathlessly. “You have made me feel for a day 
that my dream had come true and that I was really 
one of you. I shall be sixty again to-morrow, but it 
will be a gloriously tired sixty, with memories that 
will brighten all the rest of,my lonely life.” 

“But your life won’t be lonely, after this, if you'll 
only fall for a jolly scheme of mine,” the Youngest 
Reporter said eagerly. .Then with a startled look he 
clapped his hand over his mouth. 

“If you aren’t the limit, kid!” Tom Mabie ex- 
claimed with good-natured impatience. “Didn’t you all 
agree to let me lead up to this thing tactfully, on the 
way to Miss Skiff’s home? Now you’ve spilled the 
beans.” 

“T say, fellows, let’s all go home with her,” Jim 
Martin proposed. “Tom isn’t half so tactful as he 
thinks he is, and it may take us all to coax her 
into it.” 


; os purses were produced and a hasty calculation 
followed, ending in the three older men “chipping 
in” to help out the Youngest. Reporter with his fare, 
since his funds were always at even a lower ebb than 
was the case with the other three. Tickets were hastily 
purchased, and the bewildered Miss Skiff found her- 
self seated by Tom Mabie’s side, facing the three ex- 
cited young chaps crowded into the seat opposite. 

“The fact is, Miss Skiff,’ Mabie began at once, “we 
fellows want you to come and keep house for us. 
Wait—don’t answer till I explain a bit,’ he added 
hurriedly, as the amazed little lady seemed about to 
reply. “We pay ten dollars per apiece at our present 
boarding-place—and you saw what we get handed 
out to us. We’d be tickled to death to make a change, 
and we've figured out that by paying what we do now, 
or a bit more, we could rent a decent flat, hire a 
young girl for the rough work, and pay you a small 
salary. Of course we couldn’t pay enough to make 
that an inducement, but—” 

“Do you boys really, really want me?” Miss Skiff 
gasped, her thin face flushing with. incredulous de- 
ight. 

“We sure do!” they answered as one man. 

“The question is will you like making a home for 
a bunch of noisy chaps?” Jim Martin asked. “And 
can you make ends meet on what we can afford to 
pay? Some of us are expecting—hoping for—a raise 
soon, and then, of course—” ‘ 

“IT don’t see why I couldn’t manage beautifully on 
that amount, although you mustn’t expect too much,” 
Miss Skiff interrupted eagerly, “I know quantities 
of dishes that are both good and cheap. I couldn’t 
cook them for one old woman, but for four hungry 
boys! Do you think you’d like pot-roast cooked with 
tomatoes and onions? Or baked beans with crisp 
slices of pork on top? Or apple-dumplings? And 
perhaps for luncheon there’d be nothing but hash and 
corn-bread and a cup of coffee. But the hash would 
be brown, the coffee good, and maybe there’d be rice 
griddle cakes with maple syrup to top off with?” 

“Try us—just try us!” they shouted. 

“Then you'll take us on?” Tom Mabie said. “How 
soon can you come, Miss Skiff? We'll look out for 
a flat—a furnished one—right away.” 

“Why can’t we use my furniture?” Miss Skiff said 
diffidently. “It would save us just that much, and 
although my things are old-fashioned they are good. 
And then I could rent my own house, for nobody in 
Collins Center wants a furnished house.” 

“That will be fine!” the Youngest Reporter said 
jubilantly. “Some of us will take a day off and come 
and help you break up—we’re going to look out for 
you and see that you don’t tire yourself, after ‘this, 
even if we did rather rush you this morning.” 

“I’m not going to let you wrap me in cotton wool,” 
Miss Skiff declared. “And I won’t have a girl. I’d 
rather have my kitchen to myself and get a woman 
in once a week to do the extra cleaning.” 


Sh: discussion went on joyously as they compared 
notes and made plans, even as to the comfort and 
happiness of Peter Piper, Miss Skiff’s big yellow cat, 
in the narrow confines of a city flat. Then the little 
spinster innocently exploded a bombshell. 

“But best of all,” she sighed happily, “will be hav- 
ing you boys to go with to church and prayer-meet- 
ing. None of my neighbors happened to attend the 
same church I did, and it’s a lonely thing to go by 
one’s self, year in and year out, especially on dark 
winter nights.” - , 

There was a dead silence as the four young men 
glanced disconcertedly at each other. Then Bob 
Saxon, a quiet, dark-eyed youth, who hitherto had 
said very little, spoke up with unexpected decision. 

“You certainly must not be permitted to go out 
alone after dark,” he said. “We can spell each other, 
fellows, and escort her to her prayer-meetings and 
Sunday evening service, in turn.” 

“You See, Miss Skiff,” Jim Martin added, “the truth 
is we’re a godless set—I doubt, unless we’re sent to 
report a sermon, that any one of us ever sets foot 
inside a church. Of course we used to go, back 
home, but we’ve gotten out of the way of it. But. as 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 16 (Daniel 3) 


Bob says, we'll make it our business to see that you 
aren’t obliged to go alone.” 

Miss Skiff, troubled, looked. from one to the other. - 

“I—I wouldn’t want you to feel obliged to go,” 
she faltered. Then her sweet, pained face flashed 
into a sudden smile. “But, oh, it will be all right— 
how could I have forgotten!” she cried, clapping her 
hands. “Why, Billy Sunday, the great evangelist, is 
coming in less than a month! Surely, surely, you will 
all want to hear him?” 

“You bet!” “We expect to be on hand at every 
meeting.” “Billy’s antics are going to be worth big 
money to us,” the three older men assured her, and 
the Youngest Reporter chuckled: “None of us have 
ever seen the Rev. Billy, but if half I’ve heard is true 
a three-ringed circus has nothing on him.” 
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There was no time for further talk. The short 
journey had e1ded, and as the car stopped.near Miss 
Skiff’s home, the four young men had only time to 
escort her, to her door, before with hasty “good- 
nights” they ran back to the corner to catch an east- 
bound car. 

The little spinster’s face had clouded again as she 
entered her ome house, and after lighting the green- 
shaded lamp sank wearily into a chair. 

“Oh, such dear, dear lads!” she sighed, absently 
stroking the yellow cat which had jumped into her 
lap to welcome her. “But wandering so far, so far 
from the only way that will ‘bring a man peace at 
the last.’ Oh, if it could be given to me to show them 
that way, how much happier I would be than if I had 
captured that dream of my girlhood and risen to the 
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highest heights of journalism! But I am so tongue- 
tied, so unfit to influence those young minds and 
hearts.” ~ 

Miss Skiff was humbly unaware of the effect that 
her unselfish life and simple faith had on those about 
her, and presently a big tear splashed down on Peter 
Piper’s yellow fur, The big cat uttered an inquiring 
mew and the little spinster laughed shakily. 

“Never mind, Peter Piper, you and I will do our 
best to make a pleasant home for the dear boys— 
that pena, one says home isn’t home without a 
cat—lI’ll see that they have decent food and that they 
change their socks when they get their feet wet, and 
I ought to have faith enough to leave the rest to 
God—and Billy Sunday.” 

Freponia, N. Y. 





Peter has an idea that explains the reason of 
his comrade’s disappearance 
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What Frank Wanted When He Was Found | 


By Edith Fox Norton 





N EPISTLE of Peter’s is always an event. 

With the arrival of every day’s hundreds of let- 

ters, the first thing that is done is very carefully 
to look them through to see if by happy chance there 
is found there word from America, or, what is 
almost as eagerly sought for, word from our Peter. 
It is not strange that he should have become to us a 
son in the faith, beloved and valued, as was Timothy 
by St. -Paul. 

Often we pause in this search to chuckle over some 
of the quaint inscriptions on the envelopes. One 
envelope that I have before me is covered from top 
to bottom with fine writing, and starts thus: “Charles 
G. Trumbull, Treasurer”; then, unostentatiously in- 
scribed under this: “Ralph C. Norton, Philadelphia 
address, care Scripture Gift Mission, 15 Strand, 
London, W. C., England.” However it reached us 
safely. 

Oftentimes we find a very amusing inscription on 
the envelope: “Sir Ralph C. and Lady Norton,” with 
our address following. A Flemish boy, determined 
not to lose his Testament, writes on his envelope 
thus: “Cette fiche doitétre renvoyée 4 Monsieur R. 
C. Norton, Secrétaire,” with the address following. 
This inscription means: “This membership card must 
be sent back to Mr. R. C. Norton, Secretary.” 

How I wish we might share every letter which 
Peter has written to us with Sunday School Times 
readers! They breathe a devotion to his Master and 
a passionate yearning for souls which is an ever-in- 
creasing inspiration to us. One of his recent letters 
I believe has a message which will bring joy to 
countless numbers of Sunday School Times readers. 
It told us something about Frank! 

It had been months since we had heard from Frank. 
We had not the slightest idea whether he was in 
heaven or in a German prison camp. All we knew 
was that the night he disappeared during perilous 
patrol duty, he had Jesus with him, for that was the 
last statement he made to Peter as he disappeared in 
the darkness. ‘ 

Frank had volunteered for the duty with others of 
his company. Peter was anxious for his safety, and 
was peering into the darkness, when he heard firing 
that told him the patrol was attacking an enemy out- 
post. A deep silence followed, which was suddenly 
followed by the voice of Frank, shouting out the 
danger signal. It meant that they were in danger of 
being surrounded. Neither Frank nor any of the 
patrol ever returned to the Belgian line. 

Now what do you think the announcement in 
Peter’s letter was that brought such joy to our 
hearts? It was that our Frank and his Frank, one 
of his earliest converts for Christ, and the Frank of 
every Sunday School Times reader who has been lov- 
ing him and praying for his safety, is safe. 

I shall never forget the poignancy of gratitude 
which I experienced when I read that letter. Peter 
put it so simply and, of course, because it was Peter, 
he put the emphasis where it belonged: 


Mother and Father, you will be glad to know 
that Frank is safe; I have just had a card from 
him to say that he is unwounded and a prisoner in 
Gerinany; so you see, what he said was true— 
“that Jesus was with him.” 


It was not long after that we had a letter from 
Frank himself. We shall never know until we meet 
him after the war any details of his capture; we 
could not expect to hear about that now, and that did 
not weigh greatly with Frank, much as he loved his 
country and hated to lose the opportunity of further 
service. But his greatest anxiety was that when cap- 
tured he had lost his little Testament, He writes: 


Please, dear Parents, you know I cannot five 
without my little Rook, for it is my guide to 


Many of God’s richest blessings have flowed out 
of captivities—such as the cleansing of Naaman, 
the restoration of Manasseh, the conversion of 
the jailer, the Epistle to the Philippians, and 
“ Pilgrim’s Progress.” Is this fact the reason for 
God’s latest leading in the life of Frank? 


The Nortons have been compelled to enlarge 
by occupying the whole first floor of their build- 
ing with larger office rooms, and Bible class and 
reading and writing rooms, the latter a refuge for 
Belgian soldiers roaming the vice infested streets. 
They have let large contracts for Testaments, 
and the funds for this purpose are nearly ex- 
hausted. Gifts for replenishing the fund may be 
sent to Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Treasurer of 
the British and Allied Soldiers Evangelistic Cam- 

paign, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








heaven; you will send me another, will you not, as 
soon as possible? 


Soon after we received another letter from Frank. 
In the meantime we had sent him the Worker’s Testa- 
ment which he desired, also Testaments for distribu- 
tion. I believe it was in March when we first heard 
from Frank, and we had to send him three different 
Worker’s Testaments before he finally received one, 
and we notice that the letter which we received was 
postmarked in Germany two months before the date 
when it reached us. 

[One of Frank’s letters was forwarded to The 
Sunday School Times but was withheld by the 
censor. } 

Shortly after we had this good news from Frank, 
Peter came on leave to London. I said to him during 
his visit: “I wish you would tell me something more 
about Frank. I feel I know so little.” I remem- 
bered with rather a tugging of the heart that we had 
applied for leave for him, and that the certificate 
had arrived at the front just a few days before his 
capture. 

Peter was never loath to speak of his friends, and 
above all of those whom he had led tothe Master and 
in whom he had seen spring to life a love for and a 
yieldedness to the spirit of God. Peter smiled a 
little, and he had to acknowledge a little lack of faith 
as he commenced his narrative. He began: 


I must say, dear Mother, that I never believed 
to be able to win Frank. He was an athlete like 
myself, but I was never able to defeat him in 
wrestling ; I have never seen his equal for strength. 
Even when he was wounded and went to the hos- 
pital, they could not ktep him there, but so strong 
he was that he came back before they had a chance 
to operate on him, and to-day he has a piece of 
his knapsack embedded in his back. He was soon 
able to wrestle again, and even in his weakened 
condition he would wrestle, and I had a hard strug- 
gle to get the better of him. But he was a hard 
man; he and Arthur were two of a kind. I really 
never believed I could win them. 

But you see what Jesus has done: now he is as 
gentle as a lamb, that is, in his spirit, but all the 
same he employs plenty of force when he talks to 
the men and denounces their sins. You should see 
him, Mother, as I have seen him often, bringing 
his great fist down on the table as he spoke to these 
men of their need. He even approached the officers, 
who were too fond of him not to listen. His zeal 
and faith were beautiful. 


Then Peter confided to me that he believed God 
had had a purpose in putting Frank in the German 
prison camp, for with his force and consecrated de- 
votion, he believed he would be mightily used in 
bringing his Belgian comrades from their misery to 





hope and trust in Christ. “I am_ praying,” said 
Peter, “that he may become a second Pastor Fetler in 
his work among these prisoners.” 

And shall we not pray that this may be so, for 
every week or so from our offices go out packages 
of Testaments and Gospels to this consecrated boy 
and we know that he is busying himself leading 
others into the light? ; 

And you Sunday School Times readers who are 
praying for him there, can know also that your gifts 
are making it possible for us to send him every wee« 
a parcel of foodstuffs, so that his physical strengti: 
may be kept up and he may be enabled to continue 
in the work which we believe God has entrustec 
to him. 

God is doing many mighty works in European 
prison camps to-day, and who doubts that the cap- 
tivity of Frank is part of God’s plan for that brave 
soldier’s life? 

But there were other letters in the mail, laid by 
for the time being as we paused to rejoice over the 
finding of the lost. How striking are the following 
two letters, and one can imagine the answers that 
went out to both of these seeking men. The first is a 
translation from the French: 


Monsieur :—For a long time I have been search- 
ing- for something to improve my ideas, and for a 
time a very suspicious kind of anxiety has laid 
hold on me. 

I am no longer master of myself; that is to say, 
I am losing all knowledge and even faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I can no longer take up my 
New Testament to read its beautiful verses, be- 
cause something stops me and I am not strong 
enough to fight against it,—and as the days pass, I 
feel myself falling into the abyss. 

And yet I would wish so much to live with this 
Saviour,—and I would feel myself stronger to 
overcome circumstances, for I have felt and feel 
new the need of Him, of His help and support. It 
is not my wish to live without Him and to forget 
Him, but Satan works quickly. 

I am turning to you to ask you to help me, and 
to tell me how I must defend myself against all 
these things. I would like to have some one who has 
stronger moral faculties than I, and who would help 
me and write to me of the beautiful things of the 
Bible——who would tell me of his own experiences 
on finding again this beautiful path, without ob- 
stacles and without danger; then I might find the 
new life again amid the joys of Jesus. Before it 
is too late, I would like to reconquer this supreme 
Saviour in me, and prove to Him, by my victory, 
that I want Him to reign for me, and myself for 
Him. I wish I might tear myself once and for 
all from this weakness and from this fall, and be 
free to live not in unbelief, but in the faith and 
the love of the Saviour. It is thus I would live, 
and not in the way I have been doing for some 
time past. 

This is my request of you, and I would thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. ... 

PrerrE D——, C. 244, II Batt. 


The next letter is from a worker: 


Yser, 28th March, 1917. 

Sir :—Excuse the liberty that I take in writing 
to you although I do not know you, but in this 
simple and primitive life which we lead here, we 
have no longer the exact consciousness of what was 
called “politeness” in civilized life. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom,” said the Scriptures,—and I would confess to 
you that up till now I did not believe in anything, 
for I had no conscience of the divine and inestim- 
able gift which a Supreme Being has bestowed 
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upon us by simply giving us life and thought. 
Now I am only a poor human creature, tormented 
by shell-fire and constantly brought face to face 
with the thought of death; and, moreover, a crea- 
ture brought back to the beginning of primitive 
joys such as that of quenching one’s thirst when 
the throat is dry, and of warming benumbed fin- 
gers before a fire,—a creature who sees opening 
before it a whole world full of ‘simple and unsus- 
pected joys. Now I feel reigning confusedly in 
the universe an all-powerful will. 

I feel that religion is necessary. Although 
nearly all my compatriots are Catholic, I simply 
cannot decide to follow their example, for this re- 
ligion seems to me unnatural, surrounded with a 
pomp in absolute contradiction to the teachings of 
Christ,—“poverty, simplicity,” for this religion 
seems to me to be obscured by misty and impen- 
etrable dogmas. 

It is in the hope of finding a doctrine more in 
harmony with the precepts of Jesus that I have 
come to you. I know that you distribute Gospels; 
could you not send me one? I shall be deeply 
grateful to you.... 

Cuartes A——, C. 96, 7me Cie., A. B. 


Here is still another letter: 


. . . I have just received your letter and the 
beautiful prayer, the Word of God, which I fol- 
low with great attention, and I thank you heartily 
for the pains you have taken to instruct about the 
beautiful teaching of Jesus Christ and to instil 
into me the love of it. I am doing all in my power 
to spread this good teaching among my comrades, 
It is a gladness to see how our teaching has won 
the field here at the Front, and that, although it 
was unknown except in some small towns, it is 
already bringing forth so much fruit, and we should 
be rejoiced at the result we have had up till now. 

Cc. L—, C. 243, 7me Cie. 


The last quoted extracts from letters need no com- 
ment, but will surely bring to those who read some- 
thing of the thrill of heart that they have brought 
to us. 


“I have been so happy since I came to know the 
true Light, which has always been hidden from me 
before. Oh! what a strange coincidence that I should 
find the truth in Christ on the borders of the Yser 
which, in the centuries to come, will be historical !” 


“My comrades, W and C, have already received 
their charming Bibles and they are very happy. You 
ought to see them now during their hours of rest; 
they are so happy in reading their Bibles that it is 
impossible to make them raise their eyes, and I am 
so pleased myself to have made them happy.” 


“I was so pleased yesterday, at midday, to receive 
the New Testament and your letter full of friendship 
for me, and I thank you with all my heart. I read 
several pages every morning and every evening. I 
am happier than I have been since the beginning of 
the war. Every day I come to Jesus in prayer, for 
He has been so good to us, He is the only Friend 
whom I possess, as I have no one else on earth now. 
My dear mother and sister were killed at the begin- 
ning of the war; it is Jesus who is my friend. 

“Among may comrades there are many unbelievers, 
but I shall do my best to guide them into the true 
Way. that they may have faith in Jesus Christ.” 


“I write respectfully these few words: I have just 
met one of my friends, a brigadier of the 239th com- 
pany, who has been speaking to me of religion, and 
he gave me a Gospel of St. Mark. I was deeply 
moved with the conversation, and as I have no re- 
ligion I would be so happy if you would give me 
some advice on these matters.” 


“I, the undersigned, Louis Ruymaekers, take the 
liberty of asking you the following question: 

“An intimate friend. of mine with whom I share all 
the sufferings and the critical moments,. has told me 
all about your Society. I admire his character, and 
I have thought deeply of all he has told me and of 
his relations with you. I therefore most earnestly 
wish to know more details of your religion.” 


“A card of the League of the Holy Scriptures has 
just come into my hands. I have already had the 
opportunity of reading several of your works which 
have made me think deeply, for can there be a more 
agonizing problem than this question of eternal 
life,—this mystery which surrounds creation and the 
organization of the world? 

“To allay my doubts I have read, I have pored over, 
your Holy Scriptures, and, as you say, it seems to me 
that I have discovered the truth, and it is with joy 
that I clasp your religion to my heart, and that I 
mean to do my utmost to have always with me a 
Bible, a New Testament, or a Gospel to read a pas- 
sage every day and to think over it as best I can.” 


“It is about fifteen days since I had the opportunity 
of reading a small Gospel of St. John, which was 
handed to me by one of my men. I have read it, re- 
read it, and am impatient to read it again, for I have 
found in it a moral force capable of conquering the 
nausea and the disillusions of the life of a soldier in 
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the field. Unfortunately this book did not belong 
to me and I was obliged to give it back to its owner. 
Since then I have felt my heart much heavier and sev- 
eral days ago I sent you a card to ask for one of these 
long-desired Gospels. But I cannot calm my fears 
when I do not see the little book arrive, and I beg 
you again to send me one as soon as possible.” 


“Our Lord Jesus Christ has taken such a large 
place in my heart that I should not know how to 
forget Him.” 


“Since I have received your little tracts and studied 
them, my heart has been reborn to Life. I thank you 
for the transformation which is taking place in me. 
I am proud and happy in it. I hope that time and 
the help of the Lord will do the rest.” 


“I take the liberty of writing to you to beg you to 
send me a card of your League, for I must confess 
to you that, up to the present, I have never professed 
any religion. I have always believed in a God, but 
I have never followed any special, faith. Now that I 
have heard of Protestantism and that I have seen 
the simplicity of this religion, I would like to be able 
to judge for myself; for, before becoming converted 
to your religion, I sincerely desire that my conscience 
and my reason should make me see the truth, which 
I can only do by reading the Holy Scriptures. 

“T hope, sir, that-you will have the kindness to grant 
me ~ favor and to set my feet on the right path 
which leads to God our Saviour.” 


Lonpon, Ena. 


ol 


Bertha’s Missionary 
By W. H. Morse, M.D. 


HE Sunday-school was enthusiastic over its mis- 

sionary boy, and the enthusiasm was enhanced 
when letters from him were received by the superin- 
tendent. 

This missionary boy was a Hindu, and was given 
the name of Ferris Wittke, after J. S. A. Wittke, 
who, in the eighties, had established this mission 
Sunday-school at the suburb of Locust Grove as an 
offshoot of the Methodist church at Westfield, N. J. 
Mr. Wittke’s missionary zeal soon enkindled that of 
the new Sunday-school, which undertook to support 
Ferris Wittke, who became a live worker in Rev. 
W. A. Mansell’s church in India. 

One Sunday afternoon a young girl from the 
Westfield church was at the mission and heard one 
of the letters from the Hindu boy. Returning home, 
she was infected with the idea, and “wished” that 
the Sunday-school might support a missionary in 
some foreign field. The superintendent, R. R. Sinclair, 
tren editor of Harper’s Weekly, listened to Bertha’s 
“wish,” but did not think it wise to undertake it at 
that time. He enjoyed nothing more than introduc- 
ing new Sunday-school plans, and not long after this 
he procured a supply ef the two-cent Gospels (at 
that time something new) and gave one to each 
member of the schol. 

In some way it happened that among these was 
one copy of the Gospel of St. Mark in Italian, and 
it fell into Bertha’s hands. Mr. Sinclair gave her 
another, in English, and the Italian copy lay on a 
shelf for some time. In the fall a young Italian, 
who had been employed by a florist, left to return 
to Italy, and just Relave he went, Bertha gave him 
her Italian “San Marco.” 

It was three years later when on a Sunday the 
Rev. N. W. Clark, of Rome, occupied the Westfield 
Methodist pulpit for the pastor, the Rev. Wesley 
Martin,—Mrs. Clark, daughter of President Buttz, 
of Drew Theological Seminary, being a relative of 
Mrs. Martin. After the sermon a_ well-dressed 
Italian stood at the door as Bertha came out, and 
shook hands with her. 

“He is a great man,” he said, speaking of Dr. 
Clark. 

“Yes,” the girl assented, “but——” 

“You do not know me?” the Italian said, as she 
hesitated. “Remember Arnaldo, Giovanni Arnaldo? 
No?” Then, smiling broadly —‘“Remember you give 
me a little San Marco?” 

“Oh, yes! Are you that one,” Bertha remembered. 
“But you went to Italy?” 

“Yes,” was the reply. “Let me tell you. Would 

ou like to hear? Well, I went to New York, sure. 

read the San Marco. I got job six weeks in New 
York, and went to an Italian mission while there. 
Found Jesus for myself. So when I get the job 
done, I just buy one hundred more San Marcoes, and 
took them home for souvenirs. Gave them my 
friends: So many never see Bibles in Italy, you 
know! Interested them. God blessed me for it, 
and I sure worked for: Him, and see many come to 
Him. Do all I can to help His cause over there. 
Yes! Living in Elizabeth now, and going back with 
Testaments in October. Came up to hear the great 
man, Dr. Clark.” 

Bertha clasped her hands in girlish glee. 

“Oh, oh!” was all she could say. Then she drew 
a long breath, and exclaimed, “Did you ever! Say, 
you are my missionary!” 
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Bertha was right. For sixteen winters Giovanni 
Arnaldo had been in the Neapolitan suburbs as a 
colporteur. 

In a New Jersey town suburban to New York, John 
Arnold became a florist with extensive greenhouses, 
well known to the New York trade. Bertha after- 
wards became a matron, living in the city, and every 
week there used to come to her house a basket of 
flowers from this florist, with the card: 

“Compliments of Bertha’s missionary.” 


Hartrorp, Conn. 
<0 


Islam Racing to a Primitive Tribe 


“| DID not kill you, snake; it was the missionary.” 

This was a remark addressed by a Dinka to 
a venomous reptile which had been shot by a mis- 
sionary near the Dinka’s homestead. Belonging to 
an animistic tribe, he was afraid that the spirit of the 
snake would take vengeance upon him. is people 
make sacrifices to the evil spirits. 

The Dinkas are a primitive, cattle-breeding folk, 
living along both sides of the White Nile between 
latitudes six and ten degrees north of the equator. 
In an interesting ie entitled “Another New 
Tongue,” in “The Bible in the World,” the Rev. H. 
F. Davies, of the Church Missionary Society, de- 
scribes this tribe and its dialect. rom linguistic 
material which Roman Catholic priests in the Tyrol 
in Austria selected and took back home half a cen- 
tury ago a Dinka grammar and vocabulary and a 
Dinka version of Luke’s Gospel were compiled. There 
were revisions of this material which the Church 
Missionary Society have been using since 1906 when 
they began the work on the White Nile. 

The Dinkas speak the Bor dialect. There is a 
variation of this dialect in the Chich dialect, and in 
this the British and Foreign Bible Society has just 
printed Mark’s Gospel. The original draft of this 
version was made by the Rev. C. A. Lea-Wilson, and 
it has been revised and passed through the press by 
Mr. Davies. 

The Dinkas are very tall and jet black in color, 
though :hey often smother their bodies with ashes to 
make themselves look quite white. They wear no 
clothing, and have a peculiar custom of extracting 
the six lower front teeth of children of both sexes, 
which they dig out with a fishing spear. 

Although the Gospel outran civilization in getting 
to the Dinkas, only one man has been baptized, to- 
wed with his two children. As many as a hundred 

inkas come every other day, however, to the dis- 
pensary, and through this and other means the So- 
ciety is hopeful of winning a few boys who may be 
taught to read these printed Gospels. The civiliza- 
tion which is now rapidly reaching the Dinka country 
unfortunately comes from the north, and is there- 
fore of the Moslem type. , Many traders from 
Khartoum of Omdurman come up the White Nile, all 
bringing the religion of Islam with them. The 
Christians are being outnumbered and outpaced. 


di 
A Surprise for Rally Day Sunday 


HE utilization of the processional idea in one 

Sunday-school brought out the largest attendance 
cn Rally Day of any in the history of the Bible 
School. 

This plan as follows originated with the pastor of 
the Hyde Park Presbyterian Church of Chicago: 
Announce a week or two previous that as part of the 
Rally Day program, the Sunday-school is to have a 
grand procession of all of the departments, the 
scholars coming from the Sunday-school into the 
church auditorium, each department from the Cradle 
Roll up to the Home Department carrying a banner, 
and each department singing a selected song as they 
enter. The Juniors would sing “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.” The next year it was tried in the Auburn 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the pastor suge 
gested why not have the official members of the 
church and Sunday-school come in on this same pro- 
gram, This they did and as they headed the pro- 
cessional, their song was “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.” They took their places on the platform, re- 
viewing the other departments as they entered. The 
attendance was the largest in the church’s history. 

Such an announcement given by the pastor and 
superintendent two weeks before Rally Day will make 
this number the most attractive on the entire program. 

The idea of a procession will attract the parents 
and friends of every member of the Sunday-school. 
Beautiful banners for every department of the Sun- 
day-school can now be had from all the publishing 
firms. They are carried in stock and can be pur- 
chased at about half the prices at which satin banners 
formerly sold. These banners can be used on other 
occasions, such as Children’s Day, Flag Day, Field 
Day, picnics, and for decorations at Easter and 
Christmas time. In the smaller departments banners 
are frequently used throughout the year. Thus an 
investment in a few banners may accomplish wonders 
for any Sunday-school. 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 16. THE FIERY FURNACE 


Golden Text.—When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.—Isaiah 43 : 2 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbuil 
Getting Started in Class 
6 ET when the battle comes these men are 
Y maanificent fighters. Afraid? Of course they 
are! Terrified? They all admit it, officers 
and men alike. Modern valor knows no self-decep- 
tion. And.that is why downright _ is so rare. 
The educated soldier of to-day deliberately faces 
fear and tries for self-mastery. . .. This heroism lies 
in the overcoming of that awful panic which falls 
on every man when around him is a roaring hell of 
torture and of death.” 

Thus wrote a correspondent, from London, for the 
Philadelphia Evening Ledger. Is it possible to face 
torture and death without fear? Let the class dis- 
cuss this, Did the three young Hebrews of whom 
we are studying this week have to fight down fear 
and terror as they first faced, and then entered into, 
what must have seemed to them torture and death? 


Our Background Material 


Have the class continue what was suggested last 
week, reading through the brief twelve-chapter book 
of Daniel once each week during these four lessons. 
Have them keep a note-book and jot down their per- 
sonal impressions of the book and its chief message. 
Let them make their own analysis of the book, show- 
ing the simple divisions of material that they dis- 
cover for themselves. Then have them compare their 
analysis with that of the Scofield Reference Bible: 


I. Introduction. The personal victory of 
Daniel from the conquest of Jerusalem to 
the second year of Nebuchadnezzar (1: 


I-21). 
II. The visions of Nebuchadnezzar and their re- 
sults (2:1 to 4:37). 
III. The personal history of Daniel and Belshaz- 
zar and Darius (5:1 to 6:28). 
IV: The visions of Daniel (7:1 to-12: 13). 

If the teacher and each member of the class se- 
cures, as was recommended last week, the illuminat- 
ing little volume, “The Book of Daniel,” by W. C. 
Stevens (to be ordered from the author, Boone 
Biblical College, Boone, Iowa, postpaid 55 cents), 
have them read carefully chapter 3, “Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s Image of Gold,” after studying this chapter 
from the Bible. The little book will make the book 
of Daniel of far greater significance and interest. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pasagraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

What was Nebuchadnezzar’s idea in setting up 
this image of gold? Get the views of the class. 
Suggestions as to the king’s reasons are made by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (2; I, 3). As Stevens suggests, 
it may have been an image of Nebuchadnezzar him- 
self, made in recollection of Daniel’s word (2: 37), 
“Thou art that head of gold.” 

Note that the persons gathered together to worship 
the image were official representatives of great bodies 
of people, rulers of: provinces, etc. (vs. 2, 3), and 
representing different peoples, nations, and languages 
(v. 4). This is a striking evidence of the vast reach 
and rule of Nebuchadnezzar’s world-empire. 

Remembering .that Nebuchadnezzar was the first 
emperor of the great historical period foreordained 
of God and known as the “Times of the Gentiles” 
(Luke 21:24; Romans 11:25), his actions have a 
very deep significance. What he did in connection 
with this great image at the very beginning of the 
“Times of the Gentiles,’—which is the period when 
God permitted His people the Jews to be brought 
under the humiliating dominion of Gentile nations, 
in which state they have centinued for some two 
thousand five hundred years, and will thus continue 
until our Lord comes again to win the:n to himself as 
their recognized Messiah, and to set them free,—is a 
striking foreshadowing, or type, of what the last 
great world-ruler of the Gentile nations will do at 
the very end of the “Times of the Gentiles,” or this 
present age. An image of that last world-ruler, or 
“beast,” will be set up, and the worship of all men 
will be demanded, under penalty of death for re- 
fusal to worship (Rey. 13: 14, 15). 

There was practically a world-wide response and 
obedience to Nebuchadnezzay’s command for his 
image worship (v. 7), a terfible foreshadowing of 
how the whole world, in the last days, will go after 
the beast, worshiping him (Rev. 13: 1-8). 

What were the feelings of those three young Jews 
as the greatest king in all the earth commanded, in 


Daniel 3. Commit verses 17, 18 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in_ the lesson helps is 
Daniel 3 : 16-27) 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered and said 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, ! we have no need to an- 
swer thee in this matter. 17 2If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery fur- 
nace; and he will deliver us out of thy hand, O king. 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 

thou hast set up. 

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of 
his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they 
should heat the furnace seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. 20 And he commanded certain mighty 
men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery fur- 
nace. 21 Then these men were bound in their hosen, their 
Stunics, and their mantles, and their other garments, and 
were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, 
and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew 
those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego. 21 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burn- 
ing fiery furnace. 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and 
rose up in haste: he spake and said unto his counsellors, 
Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the 
fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O 
king. 25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; 
and the aspect of the fourth is like a son of the gods. 
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the * mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace: he spake and said, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the Most High God, 
come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego came forth out of the midst of the fire. 
27 And the satraps, the deputies, and the governors, and 
the king’s counsellors, being gathered together saw these 
men, that the fire had no power upon their bodies, nor was 
the hair of their head singed, neither were their hosen 
changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them. 

1Or, we are not careful 2Or, Behold, our God &c. Or, 

If our God whom we serve be able to deliver us, he will 

deliver us from ... and out of thy hand, O king 

8Or, turbans ‘* Aram. door. 
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rage and fury, that they be brought into his presence? 
Ask members of the class how they would feel. Yet 
we may believe that God gave them a marvelous 
peace and freedom from anxiety,—yes, “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8), in this 
crisis hour when they were choosing to be shut up 
with God (Acts fae § 

What the choice between God and idols means is 
interestingly shown by Mr. Ridgway (2), and by 
Miss Frederick (1-2). 

A present-day illustration of a fiery furnace, from 
a man who knows, is given by Mr. Ridgway (3) ; 
ang the twentieth century fiery furnace test for girls 
and boys is described by Miss Frederick (3-4), and 
Mr. Rogers’ first section, “The Big Stick.” 

Now comes one of the most dramatic scenes in all 
the history of ‘the world. It may be well to read 
aloud, slowly and clearly, in class, that marvelous 
passage in verses 24-30. 

The result was the decree of the first king of the 
“Times. of the Gentiles” giving complete religious 
liberty to God’s people the Jews (vs, 28, 2y). Their 
worship of God was to be unconditional, uninter- 
rupted, unhampered by any people, nation, or lan- 
guage. A terrible penalty was decreed against any 
who should attempt to interfere with the Jews in 
their worship of the only true God (v. 29). If all 
Gentile nations since Nebuchadnezzar’s day had fol- 
lowed his example in this, how different might the 
history of the world have been! 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Yes, God had “sent his angel” as Nebuchadnezzar 
said (v. 28). But we may well believe that his 
“angel” was the Lord Jesus Christ. In a number of 
cases “the angel of the Lord” in the Old Testament 
implies the presence of Deity in angelic form. 
Christ was specially with the Hebrews in their Exo- 
dus journeys (1 Cor. 10:4). While Nebuchadnezzar 
perhaps knew nothing of Christ as the second person 
of the Trinity, this wonderful fourth Person whom 
he saw in the fire with the three was recognized by 
him as “like a son of the gods,” or “like the Son of 
God.” As Mr. Howard says in this issue, when God 
asks us to pass through fiery trials, he does not stand 
aside and become an onlooker, though some of us 
act as though we believed that! 

Note the remarkable characterizatiun of these 
trusting worshipers of God, and what happened: 

1. God had sent his angel, Christ. 

2. Through Christ God had delivered those who 
gladly chose to be His bondservants. 
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3. Because those bondservants had trusted in him. 
4. By their trust in God they had actually changed 
the word of the mightiest emperor on earth. 
5. In this their complete trust they had yielded 
their bodies (Rom, 12:1). 
6. And all this they did, that they might not serve 
‘or worship any god except their own God. 
The vastness of this miracle is made vivid by Mr. 
Ridgway (4). : 
That same omnipotent Creator-Saviour, our Lord 
and Life,-is with us always (Matt. 28: 20). 


Teaching Points 


One reason why Daniel’s name does not appear in 
connection with this incident (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1). 


Satan is the great imitator of God. Those who 
dared to refuse to obey a king representing the 
world-system, or Satan’s dominion, who refused to 
worship an image representing a false religion and a 
false god, were to be cast into a burning fiery fur- 
nace. And the time is coming when those who will 
not worship the true King of kings, the only true 
God, Jesus Christ, as their Saviour and Lord, shall 
be cast “into the furnace of fire” (Matt. 13: 42, 50; 
Rev. 20: 15). 


In Nebuchadnezzar’s day whoever worshiped not 
the image was to be burned with fire. But, in the 
end times “if any man worship the beast and his im- 
age ... he shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone ... and the smoke of their torment goeth up 
for ever and ever; and they have no rest day and 
night, they that worship the beast and his image” 
(Rev. 14: 9-11). . 

Nebuchadnezzar’s fire had no power upon the 
bodies of those who disobeyed him. God delivered 
them. But there shall be none~to deliver from the 
fire of God those who permanently disobey him. 

We are to obey the powers that be (Rom. 13:1) 
up to the point when they tell us to disobey God; 
and then we must obey God and disregard the 
powers that be (Acts 5: 29). : : 

It is a dangerous thing to serve a king who is on 
the wrong side, as those who cast the Hebrews into 
the fire discovered (v. 22). 

When God does a thing, he does it thoroughly. 
He “leaves no loose ends” (v. 27). 

In addition to the Golden Text, have the class dis- 
cover, perhaps during the coming week, other pas- 
sages throughout the Bible on the subject of fire, 
either as cleansing, or as testing, or as punishment, 
and God’s deliverance from fire. 

A striking illustration of how men trust men; 
hadn’t we better trust God? (Mr. Ridgway, 1.) 

God often uses Satan’s furnace to turn out men of 
steel for God (Mr. Rogers, 1-2). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

How can we account for such a change in Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in his attitude toward God (v. 15), from 
his attitude earlier than this? (2: 46, 47.) 

Did Nebuchadnezzar honestly believe that he was 
a sort of superman? : 

Did the worshipers of the image believe that they 
were worshiping a supernatural deity? 

Did Nebuchadnezzar want to save these Jews? 

_ What would have been the result, in their own 
lives, if the three young men had consented to wor- 
ship the image? 

Why did God work this miracle of deliverance? 


Why have Jews, so constantly throughout the 
world’s history, been in places of leadership at the 
head of nations, as here? (v. 30.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6). 

Kings came and went; but Daniel stayed. And he 
stayed at the top. He was proving to be another 
Joseph, and more. He had just one “weakness,” and 
his enemies knew it; so they struck him hard on that 
side. The immortal experience with the lions shows 
how they would have won if they could only have 
left out Daniel’s sole resource. 

Why did Darius give Daniel such a high position? 

Why were the other high officials of the realm 
down on Daniel? 

Ought King Darius to have exempted Daniel from 
the penalty that he had decreed, after he learned of 
Daniel’s answer? 

Do s God work miracles of this sort to-day? 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Not long after the appointment of 
Daniel and his friends (1: 19, 20) came the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar (2:1), which was interpreted by 
Daniel, with the result that he and his companions 
were appointed to high positions (2: 36-49). It is 
probable that this promotion caused jealousy among 
the Chaldeans, because of their failure to interpret 
the king’s dream (2: 2-12), but it is quite uncertain 
how long a time elapsed between the appointment 
and the event here recorded. Nor is it known why 
Daniel’s name is not found here, though it is gener- 
ally suggested that he was absent in connection with 
his important position. (1) 

Time.—It has been appropriately suggested that 
this event took place soon after Jerusalem had fal- 
len, 586 B.C., or else it was at some other time when 
Nebuchadnezzar came home after a conquest which 
he desired to celebrate in this way. (2) 


Books on the Lesson.—<As there are four passages 
from the book of Daniel in these lessons, the oppor- 
tunity should be used to look at the book as a whole. 
The first six chapters are historical, covering a large 
part of Daniel’s time in Babylon; the remaining six 
are prophetical and record visions given to him dur- 
ing his time there. Among the many works on the 
book of Daniel, three small and popular books are 
worth attention: “The Book of Daniel” (Scripture 
Primers), by W..C. Stevens (Bicla Book Room, 
South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 55 cents, post- 
paid); “Simple Studies in Daniel,” by W. L. Pet- 
tingill (Philadelphia School of the Bible, Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents); “The Prophet Daniel,” by Gaebelein 
(Our Hope Publication Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, 75 cents net). The life of the prophet 
himself can be helpfully studied in any of these 
books: “Daniel the Beloved,” by W. M. Taylor 
(Harper and Brothers, New York City, $1.50 net) ; 
“Daniel the Prophet,” by Kitfk (Andrew Elliott, 
Edinburgh) ; “Daniel: His Life and Times,” by 
Deane (“Men of the Bible” series, Fleming H. 
Revell, New York, 75 cents). The critical -prob- 
lem of the book of Daniel also calls for atten- 
tion, and the best popular treatment is “Did Daniel 
Write Daniel?” by Joseph D. Wilson, D.D. (John 
Brown, Reformed Episcopal Seminary, Forty-third 
and Ludlow Streets, Philadelphia, 40 cents), in which 
the genuineness and authenticity of the book are 
clearly and ably argued. For geographical matters 
connected with Babylon, see Smith, “Students’ Illus- 
trated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The 
Sunday Scheol Times Company, 75 cents), chapter 
11. The “Pulpit Commentary” on Daniel contains 
useful suggestions, 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


The Test (vs. 1-7). Nebuchadnezzar’s image was 
set up on the plain of Dura, near Babylon, and was 
probably of wood covered over with gold. Taking 
the cubit at its usual measurement of 18 inches, the 
image was 90 feet high by 9 feet wide, and on the 
plain it would be prominent for a long distance. 
While the image was doubtless intended to celebrate 
in a religious way some victory of Nebuchadnezzar, 
it is probable that another motive was also connected 
with its erection. The empire of Babylon was very 
large, extending from the Tigris to the Mediter- 
ranean, and consisted of a number of nationalities, 
aud if these could be united in some one form of 
religion, the empire would thereby be unified. The 
various authorities responded to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
invitation (v. 3) without difficulty, for not only was 
it a royal command which they felt they must obey, 
but it was doubtless in harmony with their own ideas 
of religion d custom. The provinces were the 
political diviions of the empire (vs. 12, 30; 8:2). 
The names of the instruments of music (v. 5) are 
variously interpreted (see margin), and three of 
them are Greek. There was connection between 
Greece and Babylonia long before the time of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. (3) 


The Refusal (vs. 8-12). The Chaldeans were only 
too glad to find some means of ridding themselves 
of men of whom they were jealous, and in their ap- 
peal to the vanity of the king they did the best thing 
to realize thew purpose. The “Chaldeans,” strictly, 
represent the name of a country and race, Nebuchad- 
nezzar being king of a Chaldean dynasty (1:4), but 
the name is also given to one class of men who were 
learned in various ways and yet associated with a 
good deal of superstition (1:4, 20; 2:2, 4, 5). 
Daniel and his companions had been appointed among 


this class as servants of the king (1:20; 2:12, 13). 


{he chance of attacking these Jews (v. 12) was too 
cood to be lost. 

The Danger (vs. 13-15}. The appeal to the king 
was successful, and his anger shows that he felt the 
action of these Jews was an indignity to the idol 
He thereupen asked them whether 


and to himself. 
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they had done this deliberately (vs. 13, 14), and he 
used the Babylonian names of the men (1:7). 

The Courage (vs. 16-18). The answer was imme- 
diately forthcoming. They were perfectly free of 
care (v. 17, margin), and felt there was no need to 
answer. They were certain that their God was able 
to deliver them, but even if he- did not, they said 
with plainness that they were determined not to do 
what they felt to be wrong. In this there was no 
boastfulness, but a quiet determination in the face of 
peril. Their firmness and their conviction are re- 
markable, and there is scarcely. anything finer in the 
Bible than the words, “but if not.” 


The Trial (vs. 19-23). This answer only intensi- 
fied the king’s anger, and the men were at once con- 
denined to the fire, and bound so as to prevent their 
escape. The exact articles of clothing are not quite 
known, though it is probable the text gives the best 
idea (see also margin). Owing to the neglect of 
proper precautions in the haste to obey the king, 
the men in charge of this terrible business were 
burned as they proceeded to do their work (v. 22). 


The Deliverance (vs. 24, 25). But soon something 
occurred to cause the king to be astonished, as he 
saw a remarkable change in the furnace. Instead of 
three men, there were four; and instead of the men 
being bound, they were loose, and all four were 
walking in the fire with no hurt, in perfect preserva- 
tion, and the fourth of the men had a Divine form. 
There seems little doubt that allusion is made to this 
event in the words, “quenched the power of fire” 
(Heb. 11: 34), and it is an illustration .of the assur- 
ance of God’s presence when we are in danger 
(Tea, 46:2). 

The Honor (vs. 26-30). This led to an acknowl- 
edgment on the part of Nebuchadnezzar that God had 
protected and delivered his servants, because of their 
faithfulness to him. With a natural revulsion of 
feeling, Nebuchadnezzar ordered that the God of the 
Jews should be honored, because of his unique power, 
and then came promotion for the three men. 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The king—Sclf, not God, It is impressive to 
observe the way in which the king is prominent all 
through this story, both in his arrogance and in his 
anger. He speaks of “my god” and “the image which 
I have set up” (v. 14). He had probably never been 
thwarted before, and it was this that touched his 
pside and aroused all }.’s boastfulness and animosity. 


2. The men—God, not Self. They, tuo, are able to 
speak of “our God” (v. 17), but in a very different 
spirit. They are conscious of the will of God and 
are determined to do it at any cost. We see in their 
attitude the fourfold secret of all true life: (a) cour- 
age for God; (b) conscience towards God; (c) 
confidence in God; (d) consciousness of God. 

To-day there are no literal images to worship, but 
Christians are often faced with customs, practises, 
and ideals which are contrary to the mind and will 
of God. Sometimes it is a matter of dress, some- 
times of amusement, sometimes it is connected with 
politics, sometimes it has to do with business, 
sometimes it is concerned with methods of church 
work, sometimes with beliefs in and interpreta- 
tions of the Bible. In every case it is essential 
for the believer to take his stand ana do what 
he considers to be right in the sight of God. Life 
must be based upon principle; principle must be 
based on truth; and truth must be based on God. 
It was said of some one that “he feared man so lit- 
tle, because he feared God so much.” As another 
has said, “Nothing is safe that is wrong.” 


Hii, The Lesson Outlined 


The Test (vs. 1-7; 2 Cor. 11:22-30). 

The Refusal (vs. 8-12; Heb. 11: 24-27). 

The Danger (vs, 13-15; Isa. 43: 1-7). 

The Courage (vs. 16-18; Isa. 54: 11-17). 
The Trial (vs. 19-23; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19). 

The Deliverance (vs. 24, 25; Heb. 11: 32-40). 
The Honor (vs. 26-30; Matt. 16: 24-27). 


IV. Leading Questions 

What was the probable purpose in setting up this 
image? What other is recorded in Scripture? (Rev. 
13: 14, 15.) 

Why did the Chaldeans accuse these men? (v. 
8; 2:2, a) 

How can we account for the change in Nebuchad- 
nezzar from his attitude to God in chapter 2? (2 
Kings 25: 1-26.) 

What other references to boastfulness and arro- 
gance are found? (1 Sam. 2:3; 17:44; Acts 8:9.) 

What commandment would these men have broken 
if they had obeyed the king? 

Give other illustrations of the testing of faith 
(Gen. 22:2). 

What other great deliverances are recorded? (Gen. 
8: 19; Exod. 12; 14; 2 Kings 7; 2 Chron. 32; Acts 5.) 

Gather other references to angelic help of God’s 
people (v. 28; Gen. 16:7). 

What other illustration can be found of promotion 
after testimony? (Gen. 39:5; Dan. 5:29.) 
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Collect the various passages in the New Testa- 
ment which tell us that God is able (v. 17; Luke 3: 
18; Rom. 14: 4; 2 Cor. 9:8). 

Wycuirre CoLtece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Boys and Paul.—Our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us (v. 17). I was wondering if the 
young fellows were tying to my old favorite, Deuter- 
onomy 31:6, “Be strong and of a good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, 
he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee.” This is always written under my 
name on the flyleaf of my notebook. It is a good 
promise amid the brutes of business and amid the 
scamps of society. -These boys had faith. But don’t 
forget the nub of the text, “wHom WE sERvz.” . Paul 
was delivered out of the death by the sea and out of 
the death by the snake by the same great Hand, but 
don’t forget the “wHom 1 serve” (Acts 27: 22-24). 
I have just had my lunch in the restaurant at the 
Hudson Terminal, New York. In a great room all 
around in cases and on tables are. all kinds of splen- 
didly served food. The price is on each sort. You 
go ahead and help yourself to anything you like and 
all you want. When you are done eating you go to 
a boy who stands by a machine and tell him how 
much what you have eaten figures to. “Forty 
rents,” he yells, and gives you a check for that 
amount, which you take to the cashier and pay. “How 
do you know whether 1 have eaten forty cents’ worth 
or a dollar’s worth?” I asked. “We don’t,” he said. 
These restaurant people have such faith in the in- 
herent honesty of the American public that they are 
prospering by doing business on that faith. Yet lots 
of folks can’t trust God to pay. The trouble with 
the non-truster is that he doesn’t serve. You can’t 
have fiery furnace faith or facing shipwreck faith un- 
til you can say, “Whom I serve.” I heard a mill man 
say, wD gotta work fur a man afore you know 
im.” (1 


The Choice.—But if not... we will not serve thy 
gods (v. 18). While they had no doubt of God’s 
ability to deliver, yet for all they knew God might 
want them to go Home. Of just one thing they 
were sure and fixed, they would have none of the 
Babylonian idolatry. They had been living a | 
the head-waters of it, next the king and priests, an 
they had seen enough. They had a good view of the 
inside and so’said “the fire for us.” There is a whole 
lot of “heathenism” an inside view of which will 
make any half decent fellow exclaim, “I’d rather be 
dead.” The lawyer, the doctor, the police, have 
stories to tell that would wring tears from a brute. 
I used to have a friend, Dr. Nice, who had charge of 
the relief work of the Salvation Army in New York. 
He used to tell me things. The burden of it became 
so great that Dr. Nice died under it. And yet some 
fool boys, and girls too, think it is smart to be 
“broad,” and “liberal,” and scorn the “puritanical no- 
tions” of the grandfathers. Said notions being those 
pertaining to proper habits both of conduct and 
clothes—and some other “idolatries.” It so hap- 
pens that I have in my Rock Run Mission a charge as 
large as some ministers, and all sorts of things come 
to me. All the misery I have had to meet comes 
from folks turning from God to idolatry (2 Cor. 
11:28). (2) 


Among the Open Hearths.—He...commanded 
that they should heat the furnace seven times more 
(v. 19). We Coatesville steel makers know some- 
thing about hot furnaces. The king’s sevenfold fire 
was a small affair compared with a big open hearth 
in allits glory. But so far as a man is concerned, one 
fire is just about as killing as another. And after a 
certain degree just as quick. So the intensity of the 
fire has nothing to do with God’s ability to walk his 
children safely through it. For a good many years I 
have been asking scientists what fire is. No one has 
yet told me. I have seen fire and freeze do exactly 
the same thing. When I go over to the steel plant 
where Hamilton Evans has his long row of open 
hearths, I cannot see a thing in the furnaces until I 
am handed a pair of colored spectacles. Then I can 
see everything within, the iron boiling away like 
golden molasses turning itself into steel. Yes, great 
things are going on in that tremendous heat,—locomo- 
tive tires, steam boilers, guns, being born there; and 
Hamilton Evans has perfect mastery over that sev- 
enty times seven heated furnace. That is why he is 
superintendent of the great steel plant. A good Iron 
Roser, too, by the way. Sunday-school steel makers 
are the kind of steel makers Old Mahogany likes best. 
But what I want to say in this steel works paragraph 
is that Hamilton Evans didn’t make the ore, didn’t 
make the gas, didn’t make the pag iron, didn’t make 
the chemical action we call fire, yet Hamilton runs 
these furnaces and brings out of them low carbon or 
high carbon, or whatever he likes. He is master of 
his process. Much more so is God (Isa. 44: 2, 7; Acts 
4: 28). (3) 
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LESSON BOR SEPT. 16 (Daniel 3) 


The Great Steelmaker.—Lo, /] see 
four mew loose, walking in the fire (v. 
25). And the king did not have to put 
on blue spectacles to see them. This is 
certainly one great miracle. A sort 
that cannot be explained away, as every 
fellow knows who has stuck his finger 
into a lighted match or touched the 
stove to see if there was a fire in it— 
and there was! To us fellows who 
work with melting furnaces this is the 
most wonderful miracle in the Book. 
Kaising the dead eould be a case of 
“suspended animation.” Curing the 
sick could be a case of “mental aberra- 
tion.” Multiplying food could be 
“legerdemain.” But a big roaring fur- 
nace is a very real thing, as every fel- 
low on the creek knows, “gobbling up” 
all that enters it. He who bottled the 
sunshine up in the coal and made the 
fire (whatever that is), and who bottled 
up in man the life (whatever that is), 
certainly would have no trouble to take 
with him the one mystery through the 
other. Elijah (1. Kings 18:38). Fel- 
lows like you and me cannot understand 
the miracle because we cannot under- 
stand either fire or life. This is why 
those old Persians used to worship the 
fire. It was the mystery that comple- 
mented the other es get | of their daily 
life. And back of both is the Great 
Steel Maker Master of his processes. 
Don’t let the professor fool you. He 
doesn’t know, either. (4) 

CcaTESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mag not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in fhe conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


- Illustrations on other verses than the 
Iden Text are specially desired, and will 

stand a better ch of pt than 

illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Processional Caterpillars.—We will 
not serve thy gods (v. 18). There is a 
sort of caterpillar called the “Pro- 
cessional Caterpillar,” which walks in 
long lines, each one following closely the 
next in front. Now a certain man, 
Le Fabre by name, once saw a number 
of these marching round the moulding 
of a stone vase in his garden. He got 
some more of them and filled up the 
gap between the tail and the head of the 
procession, and watched to see what the 
caterpillars would do. They went on 
following each his neighbor in front; 
they walked round that vase for a week, 
and covered nearly a mile of distance! 
Don’t be processional caterpillars with 
your nose glued to your neighbor’s back, 
and no thought as to where he is leading 

ou, or whether he is worthy to be fol- 
owed at all. Follow the right, scorning 
the consequence, like these three brave 
Hebrew children—From the Sunday at 
Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. 

The Real Wonder.—Be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods (v. 18). A converted Hindoo was 

ersecuted bitterly for accepting Christ. 
His relatives, particularly, seemed filled 
with deadly hate against him for for- 
saking the religion of his ancestors, and 
did what they could to force him to 
deny Christ. Some sympathetic friends 
asked him how it was possible for him 
to bear so much trouble; but he replied, 
“Ask me rather how it is possible for 
me to bear all the joy that I have in the 
service and fellowship of Christ.”— 
From The Expositor. Sent by Mrs. J. 
E. Conant, Granville, Ohio. 


Better than Presence of Mind.—And 
they have no hurt; and the aspect of the 
oo is like a son of the gods (v. 25). 

an Crawford tells a vivid incident of 
the hunter who “swapped yarns” with 
him. “He had been in Africa, and, of 
course, he trotted out a lion. I trotted 
out twelve I had tackled. He trotted out 
a snake, and I trotted out a few more. 
He trotted out his elephant story, and I 
trotted out a few of mine. Most men 
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have a little phrase, a little characteris- 
tic trick, that gives the game away. His 
little phrase was ‘presence of mind,’ 
and my little phrase was ‘presence of 
‘God.’ Let me put it fair and square; 
you are jaded and tired and done out, 
and you dump down on some grass. 
And just as you dump down out shoots 
a big snake or a leopard. Now, you 
could not positively have searched for 
that snake. No amount of mere medi-; 
ocre ‘presence of mind’ could have 
averted that contingency, but, blessed 
be His name, there is such a thing as 
the ‘presence of God.’”—From Dan 
Crawford, “The Many-Sided David,” 
by Philip E. Howard. Sent by Helen 
Desjardins, Flint, Mich. 

Why He Wasn’t Afraid.—And the 
aspect of the fourth is like a son of the 
gods (v. 25). The Rev. A. T. Guttery 
tells this story: “A little boy of mine 
came home one day bearing the marks 
of battle. I found he had been in con- 
flict with a boy much bigger than him- 
self. I said, ‘Were you frightened, 
Arthur?’ He said, ‘No.’ I said, ‘You 
ought to have been. The boy was big- 
ger than you.’ ‘I wasn’t, dad,’ he re- 


plied. ‘You see, Norman [his big 
brother] was only just round the 
corner!’ It is a grand thing to have 


a brother in reserve! Oh, my brothers, 
reverently I can tell the poorest, vilest, 
weakest man in London that if only he 
will set his face toward the light, though 
all the powers of hell give him battle, 
he has a big, omnipotent, redeeming 
Brother, not round the corner, but at his 
very side.”—Sent by Rev. S. Edwards, 
Plattsville, Can. 


Kitchener’s Reply.—Servants of the 
Most High God (v. 26). The Indepen- 
dent relates regarding Kitchener, that 
once during the South African cam- 
paign a subordinate officer reported to 
him a failure to obey orders, and pro- 
ceeded to give the reasons for his fail- 
ure, “K. of K.” heard him through 
and said: “Your reasons for not -doing 
it are the best I ever heard. Now go 
and do-~it.”"—Sent by Abraham Collyer, 
Rochester, N. Y.*—The pone for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


What He Did with His Best Men.— 
His servants ... have yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve nor 
worship any god, except their own God 
(v. 28). Speaking of the Cuban War 
and his “Rough Riders, Roosevelt de- 
clared: “The men I cared most for in 
the regiment were the men who did the 
best work: and therefore my liking for 
them was obliged to take the shape of 
exposing them to the most fatigue and 
hardship, of demanding from them the 
greatest service, and of making them 
incur the greatest risk. Once I kept 
Greenway and, Goodrich at work for 
forty-eight hours without sleep and 
with very little food, fighting and dig- 
ging trenclfes. I freely sent the men 
for whom I cared most where death 
might smite them, as it did the two best 
officers in my regiment, Allyn Capron 
and Bucky O’Neil. My men would not 
have respected me had I acted other- 
wise.” And does not the Captain of our 
Salvation demand the same thing of us? 
—From Rev. T. M. Fothergill, Ph.D., in 
The Expositor. Sent by James D. Law- 
son, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, we 
take up our lesson to-day with many mem- 
ories of thy wonderful goodness to us. As 
we look into the fires of the furnace wherein 
thy faithful servants walked unharmed, we 
remember thy love toward us in many a 
fiery trial. We are ashamed of our unfaith, 
our forebodings, our fearfulness as we face 
the trials of our daily life. Why have we 
not known thee better? Why have we ever 
doubted thy care? O God, create in us, we 
pray thee, a faith-filled courage that is ex- 
pectant not of failure, but of thy sure pres- 
ence and strength and saving hand. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The boys never 
expected to hear it. You should have 


seen the faces of the students as they 





gazed in wonder at the president of the 





college. He was speaking to a group 
of them in a special service. He was a 
man of business —not a minister, not a 
man of learning, but one who had done 
much for the college. “You may take 
it for what it is worth to you,” he said, 
“T simply mention it because it helped 
me. I heard a sermon recently on the 
Hebrew youths in the fiery furnace. 
That sermon made a great impression 
upon my mind. -And upon the many oc- 
casions when I have been perplexed in 
the midst of severe trials, I have thought 
of that form of a fourth in the fire, 
and I have seemed to find him near me, 
—perhaps the thought may be a help to 
some of you.” Was it? Well, one of 
the men said afterward, “Best talk I 
ever heard him give!” And you could 
see it in the faces in that company. 
What does the form of the fourth 
mean to you in your trial-times? Do you 
go to meet the testings, knowing that 
you will meet him therein? Do you 
count gladly and quietly upon his pres- 
ence, his work, his care, when you know 
you have a hard thing to do? Why, 
when God asks us to pass through fiery 
trials, do you think he just stands aside, 
and becomes an onlooker? Some of us 
act as though we believed exactly that. 





No, he is there ahead of us. Isn’t it 
like this? 
NO IERY RISIS 
WITHOUT A | ATHER’S UARE 











Shall we not remember that God goes 
with us into our ‘testing times? Oh, 
let us rejoice in whatever he calls us to 
do—and trust him! Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“How firm a foundation.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
“God will take eare of you.” 

“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“T can hear my Saviour calling.” 

“In the hour of trial.” 

“Cast thy burden on the Lord.” 

“ He is able to deliver thee.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.) 

Psalm 46: 1-11 (96: 1, 4). 
Psalm 119 : 57-64 (248: 1-5). 
Psalm 71: 1-8 (142: 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 23-33 (78: 1, 5, 7)- 
Psalm 121 : 1-8 (264: 1, 2). 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


ERE gathered together unto the 

dedication of the image (v. 3). 
Uniformity of worship offered to the 
image of the god by whom the king 
reigned would secure political submis- 
sion to his chief servant, the king. 

A similar use of religion for political 
purposes prevailed at one time in 
England, when in order to hold any 
civil office under the state it was nec- 
essary to attend communion twice a 
year and join in prayer for the Han- 
overian throne to the exclusion of the 
Stuart succession. In many cases it led 
to nonconformity with disabilities, or to 
prosperity with suppressio veri. 

A spectacle similar to that of the 
Babylonian image-worship has _ been 
witnessed for the last 30 years in the 
East, wherever there were German 
communities. Men who never entered 
a church during the rest of the year put 
on Sunday clothes for the service on the 
Emperor’s birthday! 


Ye fall down and worship (v. 5). 
It is one of the most impressive sights 
of the Mecca pilgrimage, when at a cer- 
tain stage in the Moslem public prayer 
the whole assembly of many thousands 
kneels down with forehead to the 
ground, testifying that God is one and 
Mohammed is his prophet. 


Certain Chaldeans came near, and 
brought accusation against the Jews 
(v. 8). In the East the royal palace has 
always been a place of intrigue and 
rivalry among those seeking high office 
and its dangerous advantages. One of 
the caliphs in appointing his successor 
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passed over his own son, and when 
asked why he had done so, explained 
that he and his ancestors had sufrered 
so much from the constant quarrels and 
plots around the prayer-carpet of the 
prophet that he wished his son to be 
s ved from such a martyrdom. An 
Arabic proverb says, “When the mule 
of the Kadi (judge) died, all went to 
the funeral; when the Kadi himself 
died, nobody went.” It was an end to 
his promotions and penalizings. 


Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of 
fury (v. 19). It was the royal manner 
of Oriental kings. One of the reasons 
why the stories of the Arabian Nights 
are such favorites with children is that 
the kings of these stories fell so easily 
into passionate anger, and things were 
always happening. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Na Ow once in several years 
do the stories from Daniel appear 
in the Uniform series. They are most 
interesting to children and emphasize 
moral heroism, Those selected all deal 
with Daniel or his three friends, and 
should include also Daniel’s explanation 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, as a proof 
of the great wisdom which God gave to 
these captive men in Babylon. 

The Bible language is graphic, and 
plain enough to be told just as it is 
written. fter telling each story it 
might be well to read it from the Bible 
and suggest that the children ask their. 
parents to read it to them at home. The 
story for September 9 presents a 
physical test; the additional story, from 
chapter two, presents a mental test; the 
stories for September 16 and 23 present 
religious tests. In each case Daniel and 
his friends are victorious because of 
the help of their God. 

To-day’s outline suggests the plan of 
procedure rather than the details of any 
story. It seems wiser to use the same 
memory text (Psa. 34:7) with the 
stories for September 16 and 23, as for 
children it is more closely related to the 
truth developed than the verse from 
Isaiah, with its symbolic meaning, which 
children are apt to interpret literally. 
We do want children to realize that 
God’s care iseround about them in every 
time of danger and temptation and at 
all times. 


Lesson Teaching.—God’s care is round 
about his children. 


Review.—When God’s people were 
taken as captives from Jerusalem to 
Babylon, God proved in many ways 
that his care was round about them. 
Recall last week’s story of Daniel and 
his friends who were brave enough to 
say no when tempted to eat and drink 
such things as would harm their bodies. 

Repeat: 

“My body is God’s, for He gave it 

All pure and He made it for use. 
He wants me to keep it and save it 
From all kinds of harm and abuse.” 
(Also set to music in Melodies, Leyda Pub. 
Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Call attention to the prayer, “Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil,” and show that God was ready to 
help Daniel and his friends to resist 
temptation. Repeat with children: 
“Every time that we yield to temptation, 

It is easier for us to do wrong; 

Every time we resist temptation, 

It is easier for us to be strong.” 


To prove that God gave to Daniel a 
stronger mind and more wisdom, tell 
briefly the extra story of King Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s strange dream, which he 
forgot; how the lives of all the wise 
men of Babylon were in danger; how 
God helped Daniel to know the dream 
and tell its meaning, because Daniel 
and his friends prayed for wisdom; how 
Daniel gave all the honor to God; how 





pleased King Nebuchadnezzar was; how 
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he gave presents and a fine position to 
Daniel, and even honored his God. 
Repeat Psalm 34:7. (Details found in 
chapter two.) 

The wise men whose lives were saved 
because of Daniel’s wisdom grew jeal- 
ous of his position and of his three 
friends too, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego. They watched for chances 
to find fault with them. Their chance 
came after a while. 


To-day’s Story—Daniel must have 
been away on some business for King 
Nebuchadnezzar, but Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego were there when the 
king set up a great golden image near 
Babylon and ordered everybody to fall 
down to worship the image when the 
music sounded. These three friends 
heard about it, but they remembered 
God’s commands: Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me; Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image... 
to bow down to worship it. They re- 
membered that they and many others 
had been carried as captives away from 
en to Babylon because so many 

ad worshiped idols. They were brave 
enough to make up their minds that no 
matter whut others did they would not 
bow down to worship the great golden 
image. They believed that God was 
strong enough to help them, and He did 
help them. Tell the full story (chap- 
ter 3). 

How thankful they were to know 
God’s promises: “He careth for you”; 
“The angel of Jehovah encampeth round 
about them that fear him and delivereth 
them.” (Verse for September 23 also.) 
Sing or repeat: 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere. 

He cares for me.” 
(Carels, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents.) 


When Daniel returned he must have 
been thankful that his friends had been 
strong enough to resist temptation. 

Since that time many brave people 
have chosen to do right in danger or 
death. Christian Chinese during the 
Boxer trouble, or Armenians, might be 
mentioned. Even children must choose 
many times (Prov. 20: 11a). 

Expression—Let children write or 
tell why these three men were brave. 


PeortiA, ILL. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Images.—Images of God are heav- 
enly things when God makes them. 
Man, the culmination of God’s creation, 
was made in His image and was perfect 
until he let the devil make him believe 
that he knew more than his God, and 
then the image was marred; and it has 
ever since been a pitiful, helpless tool 
of Satan. Jesus the Christ, “the express 
image” of the person of God, alone 
stood the test of the attacks of the 
Evil One and remained untainted, 
worthy of man’s adoration and entire 
trust. Images of God are earthly 
things when man makes them, therefore 
there can be no good in them and God 
has forbidden them (Lev. 26) 

But people have to worship something, 
for God made us with spiritual appe- 
tites (too bad that we are to-day so 
spirituaily complacent that when we see 
a spiritual dyspeptic we do not urge him 


“Do you like to attend church service 
better ?” 
“No, I don’t care for church any 
more than for Sunday-school.” 
“What do you take most interest in 
and enjoy?” 

“Oh, dancing. I love to dance better 
than to do anything else.” 

God have mercy on the twentieth- 
century Nebuchadnezzars! (2) 


Furnace Heat.—Was it not great that 
those sturdy Jewish boys had their Mo- 
saic-rimmed glasses along? A few years 
ago, when a big university was passing 
through a relizious crisis’ and was at 
a rather low ebb spiritually, a young 
woman, the beautiful and attractive 
daughter of a very prominent minister 
in the United States, entered. She was 
“rushed” and “landed” by a sorority, 
and the attentions showered upon her 
were enough to turn any girl’s head 
(even if it was red). (3 

When asked by the leading “society 
men” and athletic “idols” to attend 
dances she graciously refused. When 
asked to take Sunday morning rides or 
“hikes,” she looked naively surprised 
and replied, “Why, I can’t. I shall be 
at Sunday-schecol and church.” When 
asked to play cards she exhibited real 
distress, “Oh, I couldn’t do it, really. 
Please, please, excuse me!” But sim- 
ple refusals did not stop her “friends.” 
They begg2d, teased, reasoned, ridi- 
culed, even accused her of being so 
“narrow and prudish” that she was 
jeopardizing the religion that she was 
trying to uphold. The heat of this fur- 
nace of criticism was awful on her, but 
she came through with “no smell of 
fire’ upon her and powerful in her in- 
fluence, because with her throughout the 
ordeal was the Son of God (v.25). (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Daniel 6 

1. What influenced Darius to place 
Daniel in such an exalted position? 

2. Do girls ever show the jealousy of 
a superior girl that the presidents, gov- 
ernors, etc., showed toward Daniel? 

3. What accusation is usually brought 
when no proof of wrong-doing is avail- 
able? 

4. What caused Darius to accede to 
his retainers’ request? 

5. What made Darius cry out to 
Daniel as recorded in verse 20? 

Was Darius justified in his action 
as recorded in verse 24? 
Kansas City, Mo. 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


The Big Stick.—And were cast into 
the midst 4 the burning fiery furnace 
(v. 21). “Fatty, go to the board and 
draw the big stick,” said teacher first 
thing. Of course we all thought of 
Teddy, right away, and Fatty drew an 
enormous war club with a spike in the 


end. 

“Does the devil ever use a big stick?” 
asked teacher. “Does he ever try to 
drive fellows to do wrong? 

We all nodded, though we were not 
just sure what he was aiming at. 

“What was the devil’s big stick in this 
lesson?” was his mext question. 

“A red-hot furnace,” answered 
Bumps. “Nebuchadnezzar said he’d 
chuck ’em in it if they didn’t worship 
his image.” 

Teacher asked what was the hottest 
furnace we knew of, and we were about 
divided between the retorts down at the 
big coke plant and the blast furnace up 
at the Highland Iron and Steel. Teacher 
said either one would do for Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s furnace, even though his was 
heated seven times hotter than usual, 
so that it burned up the stokers when 
they went near. 

Fatty wrote FIERY FURNACE on his 
jicture of the big stick. Then teacher 
had us make a list of big sticks that 
Satan uses to threaten boys with now. 
At first we couldn’t think of very many. 
It seems as if he coaxes boys with bait 
more than he threatens them. But I 
told about the time Buck Walters 
twisted my arm so, to make me promise 
I would lie for him if Professor Don- 
aldson tried to prove he _ cheated. 
Teacher said he had no doubt that was 
a fiery furnace, all right, and he had 
Fatty put down PAIN. 

Then Fred Keller, the minister’s boy, 
told how they all laughed at him last 
spring at the high school reception be- 
cause he wouldn’t dafce, and one girl 
came up and put her arms around him, 
just to make him blush. Teacher called 
that RIDICULE. p 

Bert gave a good one about how the 
storekeeper he worked for a while this 
summer tried to get him to lie to the 
customers. Bert wouldn’t do it, and*got 
docked three times, and then fired. That 
big stick was marked Loss. And we 
thought of a lot more. 


No Hatm Done.—And they have no 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 











to confer with the great Physicran and | 


get a course of diet), and Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s perverted taste was tickled by 
a big national demonstration over a god 
that he had made. A prosperous young 
business man and his wife, nominal 
Christians, have a fine new motor car. 
Every Sunday maorning they spend in 
cleaning and polishing it. Their two 
young children are about them learn- 
ing all about motor cars—and nothing 
about God, In the afternoon and 
cvening the family ride but not to the 
house of God. (1) 

A twenty-year-old college girl when 
recently asked why she never attended 
Sunday-school replied: 

“T don’t care anything for it.” 








YOU WILL NEED CHRIST IN THAT FIERY 
; FURNACE. \v/ 












Take Him with 
you when 
you go. 

















(Cut this out and send # to a soldier friend) 
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hurt (v. 25). Teacher said none of us 
need to be afraid of Satan’s big stick. 
Just go ahead doing what is right. We 
may get into some tight places, but 
Christ will see us through, as he did 
the three men in the furnace, and as 
he did Bert. When Bert got fired he 
found a better job the very next day. 
And teacher believes we are all of us 
better and stronger after we have been 
through the fire of persecution. Instead 
of hurting us it does us good. (1) 

Carl told what he had read about 
making Bessemer steel, and how much 
more it is worth than common iron. 
Teacher thinks that is the way God 
wants to do with us boys, and the joke 
of it is that He often uses Satan’s fur- 
nace to turn out men of steel for 
God. (2) ‘ 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Daniel 6 

What has become of Daniel? (chap- 
ter 6.) 

How did Darius become king of 
Babylon? 


> did the other officers hate 
Daniel (vs. 2, 4.) 

What great mistake did Darius make? 
(.s. 6-9.) 


What second mistake did Darius 
make? (vs. 14-16.) 

In what way was Daniel more kingly 
than Darius? 


Terre Haute, INp. 





[ Children at Home 








The Lost Ball 
By Hope Daring 


RANDPA and Grandma Baflow 

had been away from the farmhouse 
only two hours. But much can happen 
in even that length of time. When they 
returned, it was to find that Carl and 
William had quarreled. 

The two little boys were cousins. One 
lived in Chicago and the other in Pitts- 
burgh. They were spending the sum- 
mer on the farm. And that was the 
first quarrel. 

“It was my ball, my very best one!” 
Carl declared. “And William lost it. 
He said he just throwed it against the 
side of the house. And it hain’t—I 
mean isn’t—there. He—he—” 

“T didn’t steal his old ball!” William 
shouted, his round face very red. “I 
didn’t, Grandpa! I just throwed the 
ball and—I—I. can’t find it.” 

“Oh, bother, now!” and Grandpa rose. 


“Men don’t quarrel, not over little 
things like that. Of course we shall find 
the ball.” 


“And little cousins who love each 
other like brothers? I hope my boys 
are not angry,” Grandma said gently. 

But they were. They both trudged 
off, to help hunt for the ball, but 
Grandpa noticed that they walked a long 
way apart. 

The ball was lost. At the end of a 
— hour even Grandpa had to admit 
that. 

At first it had looked very easy. 
William said he had thrown it against 
the east side of the house. There the 
lawn was smoothly mowed, and there 
were no flower-beds or clumps of shrub- 
bery. The little boy could not throw 
with force enough to send the ball far; 
it must be at hand. 

Grandpa and the boys looked every- 
where. Not until it“seemed as if they 
had inspected every blade of grass on 
that side of the house did Grandpa dis- 
cover that the cellar window was open 
a little way. 

“Here ’tis! We shall find your ball 
down in the cellar, lads.” 

He led the way in through the house, 
closely followed by both, boys. They 
searched the cellar, looking in every 
place where a ball, coming through the 
window, could have rolled. But it was 
in vain. The ball was not to be found. 

William broke down and cried. He 
would go home. He was not a thief. 
He had lots of balls in Pittsburgh, bet- 
ter than any old Chicago balls. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 16 (Daniel 3) 


And all the time Carl sulked. If 
William had not stolen the ball, where 
was it? , 

Not even Grandma could dispel the 
cloud that had settled over the old 
Both boys went to bed 
early, and, although neither of them 
would have admitted it, each cried him- 
self to sleep. 

The next morning it was even worse. 
An open and noisy quarrel was only 
averted by Grandma’s firmness. Break- 
fast over, she suggested that Carl go 
to the mill with Grandpa, while William 
helped her pick berries. 

“No, I do not want you to be to- 
gether, not while you feel as you do 
now,” she said. 

Just before Grandpa was ready to 
start a great outcry was heard. It 
came from the screened-in back porch. 
Only Grandma knew that Betty, the 
hired girl, was preparing to churn there. 
The outcry was so loud that they all ran 
to the porch. Betty cried: 

“The cream is spoiled, Mrs. Barlow! 
I brought the can up from the cellar, 
and when I poured it in the churn_the 
bottom was all black and dirty. This 
wee in it,’ and she held up the missing 

all. 

At first the mystery was not cleared, 
only changed. But Grandpa _ soon 
showed the boys how the ball.came to 
be in the cream can, 

The can had stood directly under the 
window, which was open. In passing 
through the window the bali had 
dropped on the loose cover of the can. 
This had tipped enough to allow the 
ball to fall into the can. Then the 
cover had risen to its place. 

“I’m sorry the cream is spoiled,” Carl 
said, “but maybe the little pigs will like 
it. And, William, I am sorry I said—” 

William laughed. “Oh, don’t let’s be 
sorry, Carl! Let’s be glad! Say, if 
Grandpa will let us both go to the mill 
with him, we'll pick all the berries when 
we come back.” 

“Course we will. We like to do 
things together.” 


Hastincs, MicH. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





 eyened worship sometimes suffers 
by an evident want of sincerity. A 
perfunctory observance of it will rob it 
of its power and bring no blessing to 
the home. If reality is called for any- 
where surely it is when we are in prayer, 
and if when we bow together in united 
prayer there is any attempt at a make- 
believe devotion our children will not be 
slow to discover it and will look upon 
the whole service as a piece of formal- 
ism and pretense. 

Irregularity is another of the forces 
which operate against the successful ob- 
servance of family worship. It iS not an 
easy thing to maintain unbrokenly the 
practise of family prayers, but once 
formed it becomes a kind of domestic 
habit, and, like the most of our habits, 
will perform its task automatically. 

Let us watch the weakening influences 
which make inroads upon our spiritual 
privileges. 


September 10 to 16 
Mon.—Dan. 2: 17-30. Daniel’s Vision. 


Daniel put the crown upon the right- 
ful brow. Of himself he had no ability 
to interpret the monarch’s dream; the 
God of heaven alone could make that 
known. Such devout humility and gen- 
uine piety are fitting graces for those 
who stand before their fellow-men on 
God’s behalf. 


PrayER SuGcestTions: Pray for hu- 
mility of heart. Pride is a deadly evil 
and one which the Lord abhors; pray 
for its uprooting from the soul; for 
wisdom to know what to do in the hours 
of emergency; for the enduement of the 
Spirit of knowledge and understanding 
that thereby you may glorify God. 


Tues.—Dan. 2: 31-45. Interpreting a Dream. 


Not a little ingenuity has been ex- 
erted by many in the attempt to arrive 
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at the meaning of the detail of the im- 
age; one thing we can be certain of is 
the final triumph of our Lord Jesus 
Christ over all world powers, and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end. 


Prayer Succestions: What fuel for 
the fires of intercession may be found in 
the condition of the nations to-day. 
Pray for the fighting men of all the 
belligerent forces; for the lands swept 
with waves of agony because of colos- 
sal losses in loved ones and in property. 
Pray for the coming of Christ. 


Wed.—Dan. 3: 1-12. Loyalty to Jehovah. 


These Hebrew youths felt that they 
owed allegiance to One higher than 
Nebuchadnezzar, therefore they re- 
frained from doing as the king re- 
quired. Christ has priority over all 
earthly claims, and there are certain 
things we cannot do because of the fear 
A A a “Here I stand, so help me 

Oo Tag 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for young 
converts; for their growth in grace and 
devotion to God’s service. Many of 
them remain feeble and, alas, many 
backslide. They have a claim on our in- 
tercession. Pray for qll in places of 
temptation and on whose fidelity to the 
faith a strain is being placed. 


Thurs.—Dan. 3: 13-23. The Fiery Furnace. 


The world can do very little with the 
men who care not whether they live or 
die. Every fiery furnace is but painted 
flames to them so long as their faith 
remains steadfast. Such vulgar perse- 
cution may not now be common, but 
martyrs and persecutors will co-exist to 
the end. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake; for native Christians on foreign 
fields who suffer untold agony at the 
hands of so-called friends; for the 
Armenians,*® whose fiery furnace has 
been heated sevenfold; for the tried of 
your own circle. 


Fri.—Dan. 3: 24-30. Wonderful Deliverance. 


The Lord is never far from the mouth 
of the furnace when His own are in the 
flame. The present Christ never fails 
His servants. “His presence makes it 
possible for us to pass over hot plough- 
shares with unblistered feet and to 
bathe our hands in fire and not feel 
pain.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for grace 
to show a truly Christ-like spirit in the 
presence of trial and persecution. If we 
have to encounter persecution for the 
cause of Christ, let us praise God that 
we are counted worthy to be reckoned 
in the prophetic succession and seek to 
magnify the Lord in the furnace. 


Sat.—Dan. 4: 4-18. The Tree-Dream. 


What an illustration of the Divine re- 
sources. A dream is made the mes- 
senger of warning to the haughty mon- 
arch, and the king who was unafraid of 
perils of war is now filled with con- 
sternation by what had seized him upon 
his bed. God gives warning before 
judgment falls. 


Prayer SucGcesTions: Let us not be 
ashamed to confess our sins and feeble- 
ness and cry to God for his forgiveness 
and cleansing. Pray for a genuine re- 
pentance leading to a changed life; for 
daily power over the evil within and for 
grace to subjugate our wills to the will 
of God. 

Sun.—Dan. 4: 19-33. The Dream Fulfilled. 


Sooner or Iater the spirit of pride will 
bring punishment to him who cherishes 
it. The old proverb, “Pride goeth be- 
fore destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before a fall,” can find no sadder illus- 
tration than our lesson. Under the 
crushing blow the imperious king stag- 
gered to his fall, 

Prayer SuccesTions: Ask the Lord 
to fill this day with happiness and joy. 
Pray for a cheerful and _ contented 
spirit, and that frowns and wrinkles 
may give place to sanctified smiles and 
laughter. Where the joy of the Lord 
is there is strength. Pray that conver- 
sions may be numerous under the 
preaching of the Word. 

Forest Hits, L. I. 











Books Worth Noting | 





Story of My Life (By G. Frederick 
Wess. D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A.).—This 
autobiography is a conversation; and 
those who have the pleasure of a per- 
sonal acquaintance with Dr. Wright 
will find themselves as they read con- 
stantly sitting in an easy chair listening 
to one of the most pleasing conversa- 
tionalists among literary people of to- 
day. The author has lived and labored 
right through some of the most inter- 
esting periods of scientific investiga- 
tion,—especially in his own chosen field 
of geology,—and through the most in- 
teresting period of critical discussion 
of Biblical questions. To read this 
book is to make that life journey with 
one who enables us to listen and look 
on; one who is never dogmatic, never 
uncharitable, and always full of faith 
and hope. (Bibliotheca Sacra Com- 
pany, Oberlin, Ohio, $2.) 


Suffering and the War (G. Sherwood 
Eddy).—It was inevitable that the war 
should raise afresh in an acute form 
the problem of suffering. In four brief 
chapters the author of this little book 
considers in turn the Fact, Purpose, Re- 
sult, and Philosophy of Suffering. Then 
follows another on “The Special Prob- 
lems of the War,” and the sixth con- 
cludes by a statement of “The Glory of 
Suffering.” On all these Dr. Eddy has 
much to say that is tender, true, force- 
ful, convincing, and well expressed. 
Above all, the reader is led to the Cross 
as the supreine example of suffering, 
and is shown how to “endure hardship” 
in the power, presence, and grace of 
our crucified yet glorified Lord. The 
dedication is very beautiful and _ itself 
carries a benediction. The book should 
be read and pondered by all who are in 
the shadows or who have to deal with 
those who are now experiencing suffer- 
ing. (Longmans, Green and Company, 
New York City, cloth, 65 cents; paper, 
35 cents.) 

Art Studies in the Life of Christ (By 
Albert Edward Bailey).—This collec- 
tion of more than a hundred copies of 
good pictures is offered as a _ study 


course, partly artistic, but primarily 
spiritual. The author has desired 
through his adjoined synopses and 


questions to awaken in the student an 
appreciation of the artist’s inner ideal, 
and thereby “to strengthen your grasp 
upon the things that are unseen and 
eternal.” The author’s high aim is lim- 
ited in the first place because we are 
not studying the historical work of men 
who lived with Jesus, but the visions of 
men often limited in their knowledge, 
and frequently hampered by superstition. 
It is limited in the second place because 
he ascribes important Gospel events to 
the same fanciful source, and because 
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his inability as yet to appreciate the 
sacred work of redemption, through not 
seeing in the Lord Jesus a_ personal 
Saviour, renders the spiritual values in 
the book unimportant. (The Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, $1.50 net.) 


The Life and Times of Booker T. 
Washington (By B. F. Riley, D.D., 
LL.D.).—Thomas Carlyle was _ pos- 
sessed by an acrid contempt for the 
negro race, but he hardly could have ex- 
cluded Booker Taliaferro Washington 
from his list of the heroes who have 
guided and helped mankind. His was a 
combination of qualities which rarely are 
found in the same personality. He rose 
from profound obscurity to a national 
position and a wider than national fame, 
without being in the least spoiled by 
success. He exerted a wonderful in- 
fluence over his own people, but with 
the finest good sense as to the limits 
which their situation imposed upon him. 
He had the genius to see the critical 
point at which they most needed his 
help, and the humility which stooped to 
the humblest tasks in their service. He 
lived down prejudice and dislike among 
those who expected nothing but evil 
from the Tu&kegee School, until at last 
criticism was crushed, and North and 
South, white and black, mourned to- 
gether over his grave. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, $1.50 net.) 


bd 


Mr. Philip E. Howard has gathered 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty brief. prayers, with Scripture refer- 
ences. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 


HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC_CITY. 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


Arcasts particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seck 
rest and recreation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 

A step and you are in the surf. 
Pascinating shops and a thousand 
amusements along the Boardwalk. 


Privileges of fine golf and yacht 
clubs. Rooms comfortable and 





attractive — delightful music, in- 
teresting people. 
Make reservations — write 
for illustrated folder 


-~ LEEDS & LIPPINCOTT 














“Special Days’ in 


By 
Marion Lawrance 


Secretary of the 


the Sunday School =" 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have learned to ‘‘Ask Marion Lawrance!” 


This book of ‘* Special 


ays” will prove most suggestive to the superintendent 


and his workers_in answering the questions of how to make them profitable 


and also to eliminate many of questionable value. 


contents is informing : 


I. Special Days. 
II, Easter. 


III. Departmental and Related Days. 


IV. Rally Day. 
V. Anniversary Days. 
VI. Recruiting Days. 
VII. Good Fellowship Days. 
VIII. Recreation Days. 


A general view of the 


IX. Patriotic Days. 
X. Folk and Fraternal Days. 
XI. Educational Days. 
XII. Missionary Days. 
XIII. Benevolence and Reform Days. 
XIV. Miscellaneous Days. 
XV. Evangelistic Days. 
XVI. Christmas. 


Mr. Lawrance is Secretary of the International Sunday School Association, 
and has compared Sunday-school ideas with more workers than any other 


one person in the land. 


will surely want to own this one. 


This book is a companion to ‘‘How to Conduct a 
Sunday-School,” and those who purchased the first book 


$1.35, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 


1031 Walnut Street, - - e ‘ 


Personal: Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense. 


Philadelphia 
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Cobb Wm H 


No 1 '18 
Cong’! Library 


3657 


14 Beacon st 


“Oh, it’s just 
your nerves!” 


OTHERLIKE, clinging 

to the hope that “a good 

night's rest will right matters.” 

But truthfully, isn’t it more than 

a mere passing nerve irritation— 

are not the nerves really starv- 

ing ? Natureis signalling for help. 
And unless help cames . . ! 


Overstrain, worry or shock has 
used up the nerves’ reserve. 
This, physicians affirm, must be re- 
placed! And it should be done in the 
simplest, safest, most effective way— 
by giving those essential cell FOODS, 
albumen and organic phosphorus, in 
such a readily assimilable union as in 
Sanatogen. 


For, as oy Henry Somerset, the 
noted social reform advocate, says: 
**Sanatogen has an invigorating power on 
worn-out nerves, and gives tone to ex- 
hausted tissues to a surprising extent. 
And Olive Schreiner, the novelist, 
says: 
**Nothing that I have taken in years has 
given me such a sense of vigor as Sa- 
natogen. 


How well Sanatogen gives this help, 
physicians in every land — 21,000 
have endorsed Sanatogen in writing— 
know from actual observation. 


Is not this the best possible assurance 
that when you call on Sanatogen for 
help, it will not be in vain ? 


FREE SAMPLE OFFER 
Sanatogen 1s sold by all oe druggists, in 
three sizes from $1.00 up. To readers of this 
magazine a free sample will liy sent, 
together with a charming little book by 
Richard Le Gallienne enti “The Art of 
Living."” Address the Bauer Chemical Com- 
pany, 26G Irving Place, New York City. 

Grand Prize, International a of 
Medicine, London, 1913. 


APPROVED BY SCIENCE 5 


Sanatogen 


ENDORSED BY_OVER . 
21.000 PHYSICIANS 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
' By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 16 
A Christian’s Power (Acts 1: 1-8). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Power from God (2 Cor. 13 : 1-9). 
Tues.—Power over the flesh (Rom. 6: 


1-9). 
Wed.—Power to testify (Acts 16: 25-32). 
Thurs.—Power to suffer (2 Cor. 11 : 22-33). 
Fri.—Power to forgive (Matt. 18 : 21-35). 
Sat.—Power to love (1 John 4: 7-21). 











How may a Christian obtain power? 
How ought we to use the power we have? 
What power have we and how do we use it? 


OTHING is clearer than that the 

Gospel offers every man omnipo- 
tence. Whatever we ought to do-we are 
assured we can do through Christ. 
/Christianity is the religion of power. 
It is not a mere doctrine of God and 
human duty, not an ideal to be vainly 
longed after. It is a divine and super- 
natural life which offers to work 
through us to change our character, to 
give us victory over sin, to qualify us 
for every duty. The shameful and 
contemptuous and true word of sin to 
us is “You can’t.” The glorious and 
cheering and true word of Christ is, “I 
can, and you can through me.” 


ve 

Apart from Christ the flesh holds us 
in bondage. It fetters our ambitions, it 
depraves our desires, it depletes our 
wills. It laughs at our struggle against 
it. We battle and protest and assail. 
But it is all in vain. The coils relax and 
tighten again and our adversary laughs 
at our impotence which only reacts to 
increase itself. Then the Conqueror 
comes and Christ bids the flesh yield up 
its mastery and serve. And our enemy 
becomes our tool. With that which had 
degraded us we now serve God. Christ’s 
power makes wrath praise him. 


Christianity does not need clever ad- 
vocates nearly as much as it needs com- 
petent witnesses. And a witness need 
only testify to what he knows in his own 
observation and experience. The power 


simplest facts of the Christian life. No 
strength of adverse argument can stand 


I? any one denies that Jesus Christ is 


ply to our testimony, “He saved me”? 
If any one says Christ is dead, what an- 
swer can they make if we reply, “I 
know him”? 
ye 

So long as Christians can love their 
enemies they will be able to show the 
world that this faith has a unique 
power. And if they are more conscious 
of their own need of forgiveness than 
they are of the depravity of their ad- 


Who 
that 


evidence” as good as a miracle. 
b.t a Christian could speak as 


few weeks ago at a meeting in London: 
“The worll can never be redeemed by 
a Christianity which is half-pagan. Too 
i.uch blame, too much responsibility I 
would say, is thrown by’ us on circum- 
stances. You and I remember that 
when the Prodigal Son came home 
again, he did not greet his father with 
a long recital of the temptations to 
which he had been subjected, owing to 


the defective social conditions of the 
‘far country.’ His message was, 
‘Father, I have sinned.’ And in this 


great struggle in which we are engaged 
we shall not lessen the burden of our 
national responsibility for our sins by 
dweHing upon the enormity of the in- 
i ,aities of Germany. We have to bear 
the burden of our own sins.” 


| ee 


Christianity gives men the power to 





die. So does patriotism, anger, greed, 
friendship. But Christianity gives men 
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to bear such witness is present in the | 


against the power of such testimony. | 


the Saviour from sin, what can he re- | 


versaries they will offer a “Christian | 


British member of Parliament spoke a | 







power to take up their lives again. 
There is resurrection in it and resur- 
r.ction is power over death. Whoever 
dies in the love and service of Christ 
does not die, but lives. He shall rise 
again at the last day and he is already 
risen. He lives on by the power of the 
endless life in all the living purpose of 
God for the world. 


ye - 
Apart from Christ, nothing.- Through 
Christ, anything. 
Ask whatever you will and can as a 
Christian and it will be done or some- 
thing better. 


Each day ought to witness some new 
and more powerful achievement ef the 
soul in God. 


New York Ciry. 
a: 


The next time you have to make a 
Speech and you forget your notes, just 
make a note not to forget to send twenty 
cents to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany for a copy of Robert E. Speer’s 
“How to Speak Without Notes.” You'll 
wish you had done it long ago. 


Church Theasurer’s Record 


EVER PUBLISHED 


Pleases the Pastor. 
Satisfies Contributors. 
Delights the TREASURER, 
saves ‘lime, Labor, Money. . 
same stroke of pen which records entries in 
book, makes duplicate statement by use of car- 
bon sheet, so that when balances are brought 
down at end of quarter—statements are ready to 
tear out and deliver. 
Book holds 250 accounts and 1,000 statements, 
Lasts small church two or more years. 
Large ones use one or more per year. 


Price, $4.00 prépaid. If cash is sent with 
order—book may be returned — prepaid, if un- 
satisfactory, and cash will be refunded. 





Ask for samples and prices Duplex and 
single envelopes—also fér our 


HELPS FOR RALLY DAY! 


“RALLY DAY” is “stock taking” day. Urge 
every member enrolled to come—and be “in- 
voiced’’ at true value. Ask — for our Rally 


Bey pele describing and pricing our Rally 
MEIGS PUBLISHING CO, 


Sunday School and Church Supplies 
INDIANAPOLIS - «+ « « INDIANA 


RALLY DAY MUSIC 


Do not miss this wonderful opportunity for an en- 
thusiastic start. You will like our new service 
**Marching Orders,’’ by C. Harold Lowden. The 
music is easy to learn but hard to forget. ‘he price 
is 45 cents the dozen, $3.25 the hundred, not prepaid ; 
$3.50 the hundred, prepaid. In addition, we can sup- 
ply anything published by others. Send for samples. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Streets, - ° - Philadelphia 


Agents Wanted ry 




















to sell Scrip- 
ture'l'ext Cal- 


endars. 25c. 
: ‘ retail. Large 
rofits to agents, Easy, refined work. Every 


christian home will welcome this beautiful, orna- 
mental wall calendar with daily Scripture texts, 
Write immediately for terms. 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Phila. 


saronunennaes 

A RELIGIOUS COLLEGE 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
' SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 
National, Evangelical, Interde- 
nominational, Vocational, Cul- 
tural. New fireproof building, 
with dormitories in Boston’s 
finest educational district. 
Catalog. Address 




































Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible College, Boston 


1.50 per we 
SEVEN-CENT MEALS #9 22: week 
meals with recipes and directions, 10 Cents or 4 cents 
and two names interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W. 69th St., Chicago 
SSS...» 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks—E VERY THING. 
The finest furniture made. Direct from our 
factory to yourchurch. Catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. Dept.GO. Greenville, ill, 












CHURCH PEW 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co. ,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 








WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 








gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,.Vept.T,Chicago 
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JOHN WANAMAKER 
PHILADELPHIA | 


will send to you, free of charge, the Autumn 
Fashion Number of Store & Home —a 

zine containin 
the Fall and 


maga- 
authentic news and sketches of 
inter styles. 


] it is inconvenient to fre- 

quently visit our great 
store, where the newest and 
most unusual things are al- 
ways to be found, the Autumn 
Number of Store & Home 
will bring them to you. 


IF a frock is needed for in- 
formal afternoon affairs 
or more elaborate social func- 
tions, Store & Home illus- 
trates many from which to 
choose. 


IF practical every-day 
dresses or serviceable 


clothes for the school girl are 
needed, Store & Home will 
solve the problem of what.to 
buy. . 


middy the garments from last 

Wen, eee 0 the IF year need remodeling, 

ty age Store and Home can help, 

serge, trinmed with white with its notes on the new ma- 
braid 





sheeve. $6.50. Postpaid. combine them. 
- Address 
Dept. M. 0. JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 





Che Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, September I, 1917 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian. life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian’ Téaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-802 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada... These rates include 


postage : 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address,$1 each, per year. 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


_ One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal: Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 








Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also yf the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

When answerin advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


The pace is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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